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Term Dates 

 

Monday 2 Sep to Saturday 14 Dec inclusive. 

 

There are 14 teaching weeks this term. 

 

 

Half Term 

 

Monday 28 Oct to Saturday 2 Nov inclusive. 

 

 

 

Theatrix Year  2019/20 

Term Term dates Half term dates Weeks 

Spring Mon 6 Jan to Sat 4 April Mon 17 Feb to Sat 22 Feb 12 

Summer Mon 27 April to Sat 18 July Mon 25 May to Sat 30 May 10 

 

Millie Walker, also in one of our older classes and  

volunteers as a class assistant in the Chapel  

Children class, was awarded the ’Drama Cup’ at her school’s end of year prize-

giving.  
 

 

We hope Millie’s training at Theatrix had something to do with this and we look 

forward to Millie returning to support the next generation of Theatrix students as 

we welcome new joiners to the Chapel Children next term.  

                                                                         

Fellow classmate and private lesson student, William Gross, says he is chuffed to 

have gained his Bronze Shakespeare award from RADA.  

As part of this William had to perform a sonnet, a speech and explore the text of 

the Shakespeare play he worked from. RADA said: 

“Congratulations! This is a noteworthy achievement 

of your growth as an artist.” 

John Kenner, who takes private lessons with Theatrix as well as being in one of our 

older classes, has achieved a distinction for his grade 6 Trinity solo acting exam. 
 

Those who came to our older students showcase performance in March will have 

enjoyed John’s energetic performance in Dario Fo’s ‘Accidental Death of an 

‘Anarchist’ (see photo on the left). 
 

For his exam John also performed an extract from Shakespeare's ‘Macbeth’ plus an 

improvisation based on this too. He received top marks for both and says “I’ve 

never felt less afraid to take on Shakespeare.” 
 

Theatrix Principal Rosemarie is very proud of all the older students hard work and 

dedication, particularly during a very busy term at school too! 
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Sandy King is a former Theatrix teacher who 

founded globalenglishtheatre.com, an amazing  

Company of theatrical talent teaching English 

through drama in Italy.  Although Sandy is now 

based in Italy he came back to St Albans  

during the Easter holidays when some of our 

students took part in a promotional  

photoshoot for his company.  
 

We thought you might like to see them and 

hope you agree how fantastic everyone looks! 
 

Can you can guess the film or story they are 

taking part in? 
 

Thank you to all the students who took part 

and their parents for supporting them. 

http://globalenglishtheatre.com/?fbclid=IwAR0F34h24sGNvRnO2FwfO-l-ITPxk8mduGGBn2buAq5qH5CHxO8K1uUPqCU
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• Could you invent a new TV game show for millions to 

watch internationally? 

• Could you one day be a creative force for Endemol? 

• Can you keep industrial secrets? 
 

Well, over the last few weeks that's just what some of the 

older Theatrix have been engaged in – answering these three 

questions.  
 

Dom Waugh, one of the nicest TV Creative Directors we 

know, came to chat to us how to create a TV game show. 

Dom has recently been appointed Creator of Content for 

Remarkable Television (a branch of the famous Endemol 

company, creator of Big Brother). Some of Dom's recent 

credits include Pointless, The 100K Drop and Altogether Now. 

Finishing his fascinating presentation he challenged members 

of Globe One and Two classes to create their own game 

show. 
 

In the light of the fact that only 2% of actors obtain regular 

employment in the profession, we thought that to give our 

students the opportunity to consider transferring their re-

markable drama skills to another profession was possibly was 

the decent thing to do! Don't put your daughters or your 

sons on the stage Mrs Worthington. But of course there is 

always the exception that proves the rule; as some of our 

very successful alumni have shown us. 

 

 

On Saturday 20 July Dom is returning to select the  

winning Theatrix game show entry. We hope he will be 

greatly impressed with the results of the buzz of activity 

we’ve heard among our remarkably clever and creative  

students. We can't give any clues away. Just as in the real TV 

world, it's all top secret! 

A recent request from the children’s 

acting agency run by Ann Koska 

(AKA), who are based at Pinewood 

Studios, has seen some of our young-

er children put forward for an up-

coming Warner Brother’s action 

movie directed by Chris Nolan (of 

Dunkirk fame).  
 

Filming will take place on location this 

August and we are waiting with baited breathe to find 

out if any of our students have been cast.  Good luck 

everyone! 
 

We are delighted to be working with AKA once again, 

following other recent films including the two Fantastic 

Beasts films, Mary Poppins and Dumbo to name a few. 
 

Don’t worry if your child(ren) didn’t get cast this time 

around as there is an opportunity to join the books of 

the AKA on a permanent basis for film or TV work.    

On Saturday 14 September (the second week of the 

new term), we have arranged for AKA to be at the the-

atre in the morning to register your child(ren) 
 

Children must be aged 7 to13 and no taller than 5’2” 

due to the practicalities of children needing to not be 
too tall and still look like children rather than young 

adults.  
 

There is a one-off registration fee of £240 (including 

VAT) payable to AKA (not Theatrix) which can be paid 

back via your child(ren)’s earnings. They would earn £52 

per day so after 5 days work they will have paid the fee 

back out of their earnings. 
 

AKA will have their photographer present at registra-

tion. The photos (of which you get copies) cost £30 

which is paid directly to the photographer.  
 

Please email Rachel on admin@theatrix.com if you 

are interested so she can offer you a timeslot for your 

child(ren) to be registered and have their photographs 

taken. 

Chris Nolan 

http://annkoskaagency.com
http://annkoskaagency.com
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In this series we shine a spotlight on our wonderful teachers and the work they do with  

students in class and during private lessons. We hope this helps you to get to know a bit 

more about them and the skills your children are leaning from them during their time at 

Theatrix. This edition focusses on Duncan Kennedy, our new Musical Theatre teacher and 

Claire Clegg who is teaching our new class called the Swans.  

Following Nicola's departure we are very fortunate that Harry has been teaching the musical theatre 

classes for the last term. We’re now saying ‘break a leg’ to Harry as he takes to the stage, across the 

UK, in the 30th anniversary tour of the Buddy [i.e. Holly] the musical - we wish him all the very best 

and look forward to going to see him perform at a theatre near us soon:  

https://www.buddythemusical.com  
 

We look forward to welcoming Harry back as one of our cover teachers and to tell us all about life  

on the road! 

Can you tell us a theatre-related fact about you from when you were aged 5 – 

19? When I was 17 years old I played Whishee in Aladdin and had to sing a Whole New 

World whilst roller skating across the stage holding up various iconic buildings from 

around the world - Taj Mahal, Eiffel Tower, Big Ben, the Great Pyramid of Giza....  

it wasn’t the most graceful of performances! This year I have been cast in Aladdin again - 

mercifully with no roller skates in sight! 
 

What was the first part you played in a theatre show or musical and how old 

were you? I played Clara in The Nutcracker when I was 9 years old. I adored the cos-

tume - a beautiful gathered dress with lots of petticoats, bloomers and my hair in immacu-

late ringlets but was secretly a little bit jealous of the gorgeous sparkly tutu the Sugar 

Plumb Fairy performed in! 
 

Which actor would play you in the story of your life and why? Probably someone who is more comedic in nature but 

can display her serious side occasionally – and who is a fan of food, may be Melissa McCarthy with a British accent!   

 

What’s your favourite thing about teaching at Theatrix or what are you looking forward to about teaching at 

Theatrix? Watching the young people develop skills through the weekly drama exercises that will serve them throughout 

their lives. Whether it be developing the confidence to speak in public, working collaboratively in an ensemble, sharing their 

creative ideas, listening to other actors, strengthening their voices, tenaciously learning lines or bouncing back from a missed 

line in a performance. The young actors’ greatest achievements are not only evidenced in certificates and performances on 

stage but the spirit and commitment they display behind the scenes. 
 

Can you tell us some ‘insider-information’ about what’s going on in classes or what you’re going to be doing 

in classes next term? Oh cheeky – trying to get the lowdown on the next Showcase! We have talked about the Musicals 

and the Shows we love, and a plan is developing…. Matilda and The Greatest Showman seem to be popular amongst the 

younger actors so let’s see what emerges after a few more brainstorms! 

Can you tell us a theatre-related fact about you from when you were aged 5 – 19?  

My least proud moment was during my first performance at the Abbey Theatre when I 

melted a plastic trilby after hanging it on a lightbulb in the dressing room during Bugsy Malone!  

What a mess. 
 

What was the first part you played in a theatre show or musical and how old were  

you? I believe it was Chip in Beauty and the Beast with Rare Productions. Not entirely sure  

when that was! I think I was about 8. 
 

Which actor would play you in the story of your life and why?  

Probably Joseph Gordon-Levitt… but a louder version. 
 

What’s your favourite thing about teaching at Theatrix or what are you looking  

forward to about teaching at Theatrix? I can’t wait to be working with the groups on the  

showcase. Having a show to put on at the end makes all the work worth it! After all, we’re theatre people, we love to 

bewatched. 
 

Can you tell us some ‘insider-information’ about what’s going on in classes or what you’re going to be  

doing in classes next term? If I told you that, I’d have to kill you! 

https://www.buddythemusical.com/tickets?fbclid=IwAR2-FInTUmuEjj6_hRWGzC1J0RaC1b0PwQEcGmx-N5I6V887YivZhPvb6cQ#.XQjjdBZKi1s
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Our annual Showcase gives all our students the  

opportunity to perform on the main stage to a public  

audience. This showcase explores celebrating occasions 

(comic and tragic) and celebrating playwrights through the 

eyes of children and young people. There will be a medley 

of scripted scenes, adaptations, original writing, dance, 

movement, singing, sketches and improvisations. 
 

Work will start in all classes in September but to give the  

show the professional polish that we expect from  

 

 

 

 

everyone (and they expect from us!) and importantly to  

ensure the safety for our young actors, we need to be sure 

that everything is in place during the week of final          

rehearsals and performances.  
 

Please check all the dates and details. For your child to  

participate we need you to complete and return the  

Consent Form on the next page to us as soon as possible. 

Please ensure that you provide an up-to-date email  

address. 

 

 

 
 

Most of the work for the show is taking place during normal class hours.  

There will be whole cast rehearsals on stage daily from Sunday 2 February as follows. 

Younger Students 

10am-1pm - Sunday 2 February  

Orientation and Run-Through 
 
 

Older Students 

1.30-4.30pm - Sunday 2 February 

Orientation and Run-Through 

Younger Students 

4.30-9.00pm - Tuesday 4 February* 

Dress Rehearsal 
*The youngest children will be allowed to leave this rehearsal at 7pm. 
 

Older Students 

4.30-9.00pm - Wednesday 5 February 

Dress Rehearsal 

Actors To Be Confirmed* 

4.30-9.00pm - Monday 3 February - *Groups or individuals who need extra stage time. 

 

Theatrix class fees have remained the same for over  

ten years since the financial crash. 
 

Due to the mounting costs of running a small, independ-

ent business, and future economic uncertainty we have 

recently conducted a competitor analysis and benchmark-

ing exercise in order to budget for the next and future 

years. This budget includes our forthcoming showcase 

which will be taking place in our fortieth year - definitely 

worth celebrating as the title would suggest! 
 

We have canvassed a number of parents for their 

thoughts and feedback and are very grateful to them for 

their time.  
 

In order to continue for a further forty years we feel the 
time has come for us to increase the class fees.   
 

From the start of next term, commencing 2 September 

2019, the class fee will increase by £0.40 per hour, and 

for those who take more than one class the saving will be 

a third off rather than half price. Sibling discount will still 

apply and the cost of private lessons, for individual and 

shared tuition, remains the same. For full term costs see 

page 9. 
 

As per our standard terms and conditions, on page 8,  

if any parent is going through a period of financial  

difficulty, we are always happy to try to help and come to 

some mutual agreement rather than lose a student.  
 

Please call Rosemarie Partridge on 01727 860217 or 

email Rachel on admin@theatrix.co.uk who will be happy 

to talk to you about this or any other questions you have 

regarding the fee increase. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of Theatrix, it is 

greatly appreciated; and we hope you agree we continue 

to be value for money in terms of small class sizes and 

specialist teachers.  
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THEATRIX SHOWCASE 2020 – PARENTAL CONSENT 

I do        commit OR        do not commit to my child doing the following: *please mark the appropriate box 

• taking part in the performances (as required) on 6, 7 and 8 February  

• arriving at the theatre one hour before the performance is due to start 

• attending the rehearsals scheduled outside normal Theatrix class times detailed on the previous page. 

CHILD’S NAME  

DATE OF BIRTH  

PARENT’S NAME  

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  DATE  

CONTACT DETAILS  

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL APPLICABLE CATEGORIES  

CHILD’S MOBILE NUMBER  

CHILD’S EMAIL ADDRESS  

PARENTS’ MOBILE NUMBERS 1   

Please state which parent 2  

PARENTS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES 1  

Please state which parent 2  

EMERGENCY CONTACT 

The number of a friend/relative 

available in an emergency. 

NAME  

NUMBER  

SUPPORT 

Any help you can offer during the dress rehearsals and performances will be most gratefully received. 

Please tick the appropriate box below and we will contact you.  

MEASUREMENT FORM  

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL MEASUREMENTS IN FEET AND INCHES  

CHEST  HIPS (Girls Only)  

WAIST  DRESS SIZE (Girls Only)  

NAPE TO WAIST  INSIDE LEG (Boys Only)  

SHOULDER TO WRIST  COLLAR  

SHOULDER TO KNEE  HEAD OR HAT SIZE  

WAIST TO ANKLE  SHOE SIZE  
 

COSTUME  PROPS  MAKE-UP / HAIR  FRONT OF HOUSE  CHAPERONE  

PHOTOGRAPHS & VIDEOS 

Official Theatrix photographers have customarily taken photos during performances of students’ work for parents, 

production rehearsals and public performances. These photographs are used for archival, educational and publicity 

purposes, on our Facebook page and to illustrate our publications, e.g. play programmes. To date we have re-

ceived no objections to this practice. On the contrary, students and parents welcome a record of a performance. 
 

We believe it is important that parents consent as to whether or not we should be taking and using such photo-

graphs. This also includes photos and short videos which may be taken in class. For the avoidance of doubt, please 

could you let us know your views by completing the consent slip below.  
 

For further information please see Theatrix Privacy Notice on our website at this link: https://www.theatrix.co.uk/

contact/PrivacyNotice.pdf    

I do       consent OR        do not consent to: *please mark the appropriate box 
photographs/videos being taken of the above-named student for Theatrix archive, educational or publicity purposes.  
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Terms and Conditions 
 

All fees are payable in advance. They can be paid by BACS or sent 

prior to the beginning of term to: 

Theatrix, 198 Sandridge Road, St Albans, AL1 4AL  

or be brought to the first lesson. We are sure you will appreciate 

that as a small business we depend on prompt payment to ensure 

we can continue to provide a high standard of service. We reserve 

the right not to admit a student to a class where outstanding fees 

have not been paid. We also reserve the right to charge an adminis-

trative fee of £5.00 if we have to send parents a second outstanding 

fees reminder.  
 

We have a waiting list for most classes, so you will understand  

that a half-term's notice is required, in writing if a student  

intends to leave. Otherwise, we reserve the right to charge a half

-term's fee in lieu of notice, unless a mutual arrangement has been 

agreed. 
 

If at any time you should wish to visit a drama class you may do so 

by prior arrangement. Please feel free to discuss with us any query 

or concerns you may have regarding the progress being made in 

class work or examinations. 
 

We reserve the right to ask any student to leave the school if  

their behaviour is disruptive or otherwise adversely affecting the 

progress of the class. We include use of a mobile phone during 

class time as disruptive behaviour unless it’s an emergency. 
 

A student may not leave a lesson when it is in progress unless by 

prior arrangement with the parent(s). Please ensure that your child 

is collected promptly at the end of each lesson. While we do our 

best to keep an eye on all students who have finished their classes, 

we cannot guarantee 100% supervision once the next class has 

started. It is recommended that you come inside the theatre build-

ing to collect them. We do ask that parents notify us if their child is 

being collected by someone different. 

We do ask that parents notify us if their child is going to be absent 

from a lesson. We will inform parents of two consecutive absences 

of which we have not been notified. 
 

We do ask that all students take great care in respect of Abbey 

Theatre property. We are fortunate we are able to rehearse and 

perform in a working theatre and certain rules must be adhered to. 

All students are requested to pay special attention to keeping the 

theatre clean and tidy, and to make sure they have left nothing  

behind. We do have a small amount of lost property, but we can-

not accept responsibility for anything left behind once the classes 

have finished. A fire drill is performed each term. 
 

Method of Payment 
 

Included on your termly invoice is a guide to paying all Theatrix bills 

by BACS. Of course, if you wish to continue to pay by cash or 

cheque you are welcome to do so.  
 

Please make all cheques payable to Theatrix. Payment, with  

completed invoice return slip should be handed in on the first day 

of term in a sealed envelope with the student's name and 

class written clearly on the front. If you are paying by cash, 

please ask for a receipt as mistakes cannot be rectified later if there 

is no record of payment. 
 

All other payments, e.g. for public examinations should also be sent 

in a sealed envelope with the student's name and class  

written clearly on the front. 
 

If any parent is going through a period of financial difficulty, we are 

always happy to try to help, and come to some mutual agreement 

rather than lose a student. Please call Rosemarie Partridge on 

01727 860217 or email Rachel on admin@theatrix.co.uk who will 

be happy to talk to you. 
 

Rosemarie Partridge   Principal      July 2019 

 

Name of student  ________________________________________________________ 
 

I do       consent OR         do not consent to: *please mark the appropriate box 
photographs/videos being taken of the above-named student for Theatrix archive, educational or publicity purposes.  

 
Name of parent  ________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of parent ________________________________________________________ 

 

Date    ________________________________________________________ 

Official Theatrix photographers have customarily taken photos and 

during performances of students’ work for parents, production 

rehearsals and public performances. These photographs are used 

for archival, educational and publicity purposes, our Facebook page 

and to illustrate our publications, e.g. play programmes. To date we 

have received no objections to this practice. On the contrary,  

students and parents welcome a record of a performance. 

 

We believe it is important that parents consent as to whether or 

not we should be taking and using such photographs.  

This also includes photos and short videos which may be taken in 

class. If you have not previously done so, either via the registration 

form or parental consent form for the showcase, please feel free to 

do so by completing and returning the slip below.  

 

For further information please see Theatrix Privacy Notice 

on our website at this link: https://www.theatrix.co.uk/

contact/PrivacyNotice.pdf   
 

Rachel Barker   Administrator July 2019 
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Term dates 
Monday 2 September to Saturday 14 December. There are 14 teaching weeks this term.  

Half Term - Monday 28 October to Saturday 2 November inclusive. 
 

Venue for classes 
The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL. 

 

Classes Timetable 
Day   Time  Class   Age Guide Tutor 

Thursday  4.30-5.30  The Chamberlains 7-9   Anna Jones 

Thursday  4.30-5.30  The Kings   10-11   Emily Carhart 

Thursday  5.30-6.30  The Lincolns  12-13   Emily Carhart 

Thursday  5.30-6.30  The Rose   13-14   Anna Jones 

Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Oxfords  11-13   Claire Clegg 

Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Warwicks  9-11   Anna Jones 
Saturday  10.10-11.10 Carousel*   9+   Duncan Kennedy 

Saturday  10.10-11.10 The Chapel Children 5-7   Claire Clegg 

Saturday   11.20-12.20 The Swans   8-10   Claire Clegg 

Saturday  11.20-12.20 Cabaret*   14+   Duncan Kennedy 

Saturday  12.30-1.30  The Globe One  13-14   Alex Bell 

Saturday  12.30-1.30  The Globe Two  15-16   Anna Jones 

*Musical theatre class        
 

Tariff of Tuition Fees for students under 20 years of age – Autumn Term 2019 

Type of Tuition       Term Fee  Notes 

All Classes – returning students     £131.60  £122.20 each for siblings 

All Classes – new students      £122.20  First lesson free 

All Classes – students joining during term   £ pro rata   First lesson free 

Individual tuition - drama and singing    £280.00  £20.00 per half an hour 

Shared tuition (2 students)      £189.00 (each) £13.50 each per half an hour 

Shared tuition (3 students)      £140.00 (each) £10.00 each per half an hour 

SPECIAL OFFER - get a 1/3 off if you do more than one class 
If you would like your child to take both a drama class and a musical theatre class, you will receive a third off for the second 

class. For further details email admin@theatrix.co.uk or tel. 01727 860217. 

Please do not park outside the Abbey Theatre 
You can drop off your child outside the theatre. If you need to park please use the public car parks.  

The private car park behind the theatre is reserved for theatre members and delivery vehicles.  

When picking up your child at the end of a class, please avoid blocking the road or double-parking at the 

side of the building and turn off your engine. 

Security measures at the theatre 

The ‘Theatrix’ sign on the blue side door to the theatre (used for entering/exiting classes) is a reminder that: 

• The blue side door will be locked once classes or rehearsals have started 

• If a student arrives after the start time they will need to ring the doorbell (to the left-hand side) to be let in 

• In the unlikely event that, after a short while, there is no answer then please contact their teacher using the contact 

number found on the Information Sheet sent via email with the termly newsletter 

• The door will be opened 10 minutes prior to the end of the class or rehearsal to allow access for parents of students 

being collected and students arriving for the next class or rehearsal 

• Authorised Theatrix personnel remain by the side door during the changeover between classes 

If you are collecting a child, please ensure you enter through the blue side door to meet them in person. Our teachers will not allow a 

child to leave the premises alone. Please let us know if your child is being collected by someone different to usual. 

The Abbey Theatre is a public building and as such the main front doors are open during opening hours. This means they are 

open on Saturday morning from 9.30am - 12noon. No unauthorised visitors are allowed to access the teaching spaces during 

class hours. Access is restricted to authorised Theatrix and Abbey Theatre personnel only.  


