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The winner of the latest Spot-The-Theatrix-Student-In-A-Film Competition is
Millie Walker. Well done Millie! She spotted herself (second left) and Susannah Willink (third left) with Jude Law and Eddie Redmayne in this still from
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald. The film was shot in 2017 at
Leavesden Studios and involved nearly twenty Theatrix students. Fantastic
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald is due to be released in November when a
new Spot-The-Theatrix-Student-In-A-Film Competition will be hotly contested!

Name

Grade

%

Band

Rosemarie Partridge writes - Well
done all three candidates! Hadrien’s
and William’s achievement is
particularly pleasing as they
improved upon their previous exam
performance by more than 30%
each in just three months.

Performance Arts Solo
Our students are involved in a number of
major films at Leavesden and Pinewood
Studios and on location this summer. A
further chance for Theatrix students to
register with the Ann Koska Agency is
planned for the autumn.

Aurelia Gross

7

77

Merit

7
7

94
93

Distinction
Distinction

Acting in Pairs
William Carhart
Hadrien Torres

Theatrix alumnus James Callas Ball writes - I’m now the
Assistant Director of the West End production of
Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest which
opened recently at The Vaudeville Theatre. I am slightly overwhelmed, but obviously delighted to
progress into the big world of the West End.

wondrous thing we call the theatre.

I’m assistant to the director Michael Fentiman who I
have worked with twice before; firstly on Loot by Joe
Orton and more recently on a theatre piece about
Anne Boleyn at the Tower of London. It’s been fun!
Of course I often think of my time at Theatrix and will
never forget the important role it has played in my life;
both as a teenage student and later as a teacher. It was
at the Abbey Theatre where I began to explore this

I certainly didn’t think while wearing that black and white donkey’s head I would eventually
turn my hand to directing, but so far so good. There are a few other shows I have bubbling
away, but I would love for you to come and see “TIOBE”.
“This is a seriously good dose of Wildean nonsense that is packed full of wonderful touches.”
The Times.

Olivia’s mother, Sinead Lunt, writes We just wanted to share with you how
well Olivia did in her end of year school
Performance Arts assessment. Her teacher commented that her performance, an
Alice in Wonderland devised piece (in
pairs) was really excellent and she was
awarded the highest marks of the year
group, 180 students. She demonstrated a
level of stagecraft and focus usually seen in
older students with a very 'assured'
performance. She was absolutely thrilled,
as you can imagine, as you know how
much her drama means to her. We simply
wanted to let you know, as it is her
experience at Theatrix that has laid such
an incredible foundation for her and we
are hugely appreciative of the role Theatrix plays not just in her love of drama,
but in her life much more broadly, as it
has given her the confidence to do so
much. A huge, huge thank you from Olivia.

Term Dates
Monday 3 September to Saturday 15 December.
There are fourteen teaching weeks this term.

Showcase 2019 Week
Sunday 17 to Saturday 23 March.

Half Term
Monday 29 October – Saturday 3 November inclusive.

THEATRIX YEAR - 2018-2019
TERM

TERM DATES

HALF TERM DATES

WEEKS

Spring

Mon-07-Jan to Sat-6-Apr

Mon-18-Feb to Sat-23-Feb

12

Summer

Mon-22-Apr to Sat-20-Jul

Mon-27–May to Sat-01-Jun

12
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Why does Theatrix enter students for examinations?
Which Examination Board does Theatrix use?
Do these examinations lead to proper qualifications?
What subjects can students take?

WHY OUR STUDENTS TAKE EXAMINATIONS
Public examinations are an integral part of the Theatrix curriculum.
Practical (performance) examinations provide our students with a
learning focus, objective goals and benchmarks of achievement.
However, Theatrix is neither exam driven nor results driven. Rather, we see examinations as a means for a student to build a
broad platform of skills upon which to base further progression.

•
•
•

EXAMINATION SUBJECTS
The Trinity College examination subjects Theatrix students are
entered for are shown in the table below. Each subject tests a
different range of skill sets. You can access the full Examination
Syllabuses at www.trinitycollege.co.uk
INDIVIDUAL EXAMINATIONS
Individual Acting Skills
Individual Performance Arts
Individual Performing Text
Individual Speech and Drama
Individual Musical Theatre
PAIRS EXAMINATIONS
Acting in Pairs
Musical Theatre in Pairs
Performance Arts in Pairs
GROUP EXAMINATION
Young Performers Certificate
Initial Grade
Group Drama - Scripts
Group Drama - Devised
Group Musical Theatre
Group Performance Arts

TRINITY COLLEGE EXAMINATIONS
Theatrix students take Trinity College examinations in Acting and
Speaking, Communication Skills, Musical Theatre and Performance
Arts from Young Performers Certificate to Grade 8. Theatrix is an
official examination centre for Trinity College practical grade
examinations. Normally we hold examinations twice a year at the
Abbey Theatre. This is convenient for Theatrix candidates.
RECOGNISED QUALIFICATIONS AND UCAS POINTS
All Trinity College examinations are recognised within the NQF
(National Qualifications Framework). Grades 6-8 individual and
pairs merits and distinctions attract UCAS points. All successful
candidates in the Grade examinations receive certificates showing
their level of achievement as Pass, Merit or Distinction.
OUR EXAMINATION ENTRY APPROACH
Theatrix students are only entered for exams appropriate to their
age, experience and ability. Typically, a Theatrix student will be
entered for one examination each year. Entry levels are broadly
guided by the framework set by Trinity College - see summary
table below. You can access the full guidance table at
www.trinitycollege.co.uk
Age
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

School Year
Reception
1
2
3
4
5

Exam Grade
Young Performers Certificate Bronze
Young Performers Certificate Silver
Young Performers Certificate Silver
Young Performers Certificate Gold / Initial Grade
Initial Grade / Grade 1
Grade 1 / Grade 2
Grade 1 / Grade 2

PROGRESSION FROM ONE GRADE TO THE NEXT
We base our detailed decisions in respect of examination
entries for individual and groups of students on a set of judgments
to determine which examination subject and grade will most
contribute to the students' development.
Whilst it is frequently appropriate for a student or class to
progress from one grade to the next higher grade, it is not
automatic that they should do so. Accordingly, a student or a class
that have achieved one grade in a particular subject may not then
automatically be entered at a higher grade. We may judge that it is
better for the student or class to broaden their platform of skills
at the same grade in another subject area before progressing to a
higher grade.
Similarly we may judge that students who have achieved a grade
in a group examination will be best served by taking the more
challenging pairs examination at the same grade.

How often are students entered for examinations?
How do students progress through examination grades?
Are individual and pairs examinations more difficult than
group examinations?

PROGRESSION AND PASS RATES
Our youngest students may take Young Performers Certificate or
Initial Grade group exams. Typically our students will start at
Grade 1 and may progress to Grade 8 by age 16 to 18. Initially,
students will take group exams, usually involving the whole class.
Later they may take smaller group, individual or pairs exams.
Consistently, our students achieve pass rates in excess of 98%.
Most students achieve a Merit grade or above.
Age
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

School Year
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Exam Grade
Grade 2 / Grade 3
Grade 2 / Grade 3
Grade 3 / Grade 4
Grade 4 / Grade 5
Grade 4 - Grade 6
Grade 5 - Grade 7
Grade 6 - Grade 8
Grade 7 / Grade 8

INDIVIDUAL AND PAIRS EXAMINATIONS
We enter students for individual and pairs examinations at any
grade appropriate to their age, experience and ability.
However, in order to meet the challenges these examinations
present, we can only prepare younger students through individual
and pairs tuition which is more costly than class tuition.
Older students who are able to work relatively autonomously
may prepare for pairs examinations within a class under a tutor’s
supervision provided the class is of modest size.
Alternatively, older students wishing to specialise in individual or
pairs examinations can opt for shared tuition (a pair of students or
a threesome) in which tuition can be better tailored to individual
needs.
The costs of all these options are detailed on our termly
information sheet.

3

We are delighted to welcome Rachel Barker to
our team and to let her introduce herself to
you all.

musical Spamalot and, for six years, at the
internationally renowned off-West End Almeida theatre under the Artistic Directorship of both Michael Attenborough and Rupert Goold before I moved to the National
Theatre for a short time. I then took a little
theatre break to work in
Human Resources (HR) in the private
sector and gain a different perspective.
After realising I missed theatre too much
and deciding I wouldn’t miss the daily commute, I became a freelance Arts Administrator and HR practitioner earlier this year.

Rachel writes - I am thrilled to be joining
Theatrix, love the fact I was born the same
year it was established and look forward to
supporting Theatrix to continue to provide
fantastic opportunities to enjoy learning a
wide range of theatre, speech, drama and
communication skills. I truly believe these
are important skills for life and that my
involvement in theatre has definitely had a
positive impact on building my confidence
and self-assurance.
I thought it might be interesting to tell you
all a little bit about me...my background in
theatre extends as far back as producing
‘shows’ starring friends, family and school
peers as a child. After studying it for GCSE
and A’ level, as well as volunteering backstage in various youth and amateur theatre
companies in my home town of Bedford, I undertook a degree in
Arts Management (specialising in theatre) and then took off to
‘Theatreland’ to work in Theatre Administration in London for ten
years.

For the past eight years I have lived in St
Albans where I quickly became a very active
member of the Abbey Theatre’s Company
of Ten and volunteer in the Box Office,
as a Front of House Manager and Stage
Manager, working on shows involving a Theatrix teacher and alumni. I also sat on the
board as a trustee of Trestle Theatre Company (also in St Albans) for four years and
even held my wedding party there last year. Luckily my husband is
also a theatre lover and can often be found operating the sound at
the Abbey Theatre or volunteering behind the bar.

I worked in a variety of theatres, from a fringe venue above a pub, a I’m really looking forward to meeting and getting to know you …
the very important students and their family and friends. Enjoy your
touring theatre in education company, in the West End on the
summer holidays and see you in the new year!

Anna Jones writes - My love of theatre started at the age of ten, when I attended none
other than... the wonderful Theatrix!

At University I started my own theatre
company with a group of peers and
performed in two plays at the Edinburgh
Festival. As well as being a youth theatre
leader I have been teaching in a secondary
school for seven years.

I went on to train in Theatre and PerforI now have a one year old performer of my
mance Studies at The University of Warown, Ruby, whose animal impressions are
wick, and did an MA in Theatre in Education Oscar winning! (Not that I’m biased!)
at Central School of Speech and Drama.

Theatrix is committed to safeguarding the privacy of all enquirers,
their young students and their parents or guardians, their adult
students, alumni and teachers. Theatrix collects any such personal
data to facilitate the day-to-day conduct of its teaching and directly
associated activities – student admissions, examinations, stage
productions or film work. Theatrix may also collect personal
Information regarding an individual’s wider family or friends where
appropriate, eg where an emergency contact is nominated by or on
behalf of an individual; or where there is a safeguarding issue in
respect of an individual. Theatrix will never collect sensitive
personal data of anyone without their explicit consent and a clear
explanation why it is required.

Congratulations to Claire who
achieved a first class honours BA in
Drama and Theatre Studies at Royal
Holloway, University of London.
We hear that she is delighted: so are
we!

We shall do our best to keep your information securely. Theatrix
will not pass on personal or financial information to any third party,
unless we are legally obliged to or unless we have your prior
consent to do so. We will not send you “marketing” information
unless you have solicited it. The information you supply will be
stored confidentially on our computer database. Access to the
database is restricted to the Principal, the Administrator, the Data
Protection Officer and the Theatrix personnel responsible for
maintaining it.

You are welcome to inspect the information held on your child/
children at any time. Periodically Theatrix will send you a copy of
the information held to provide you with an opportunity to update
We process personal data so that we may fulfil our contract with
it. Under the law, you have the right to see this information and
you, and our statutory obligations to legal authorities. We also pro- have it corrected. You also have the right to withdraw consent, and
cess personal data where it is of vital interest that we do so, for
to lodge a complaint to the Information Commissioners’ Office if
example emergency contact numbers, potential allergies and so on. you believe that we have not complied with the requirements of the
We also have a specific interest in keeping historical business
General Data Protection Regulations or Data Protection Act 1998
records, and behaving professionally when someone contacts us
with regard to your personal data. You can enforce any of your
and with whom we may not yet have or no longer have a contract rights under the GDPR or DPA by contacting the Theatrix Data
(for example an alumnus), by keeping a record of earlier
Protection Officer at Theatrix. He or she will respond within one
communications. Additionally we may wish to process other
calendar month of such a request.
personal information for which we will seek your consent.
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Our annual Showcase gives all our students the
opportunity to perform on the main stage to a public
audience. This showcase explores “play” and “the play”
through the eyes of children and young people. There will
be a medley of scripted scenes, adaptations, original
writing, dance, movement, singing, sketches and
improvisations.
Work will start in every class in January, but to give the
show the professional polish that we expect from

everyone (and they expect from us!) and importantly to
ensure the safety for our young actors, we need to be
sure that everything is in place during the week of final
rehearsals and performances.
Please check all the dates and details. For your child to
participate we need you to complete and return the
Consent Form overleaf to us as soon as possible. Please
ensure that you provide an up-to-date email address.

Most of the work for the show is taking place during normal class hours.
There will be whole cast rehearsals on stage daily from Sunday 17 March as follows.

More de- tailed guidance will

be issued

in

the

new

year.

Younger Students

Younger Students

10am-1pm - Sunday 17 March
Orientation and Run-Through

4.30-9.00pm - Tuesday 19 March*
Dress Rehearsal
*The youngest children will be allowed to leave this rehearsal at 7pm.

Older Students

Older Students

1.30-4.30pm - Sunday 17 March
Orientation and Run-Through

4.30-9.00pm - Wednesday 20 March
Dress Rehearsal

Actors To Be Confirmed*
4.30-9.00pm - Monday 18 March - *Groups or individuals who need extra stage time.

THEATRIX SHOWCASE 2019 BOOKING FORM
If you would like to book a family season ticket or party ticket, phone 01727 860217 or email admin@theatrix.co.uk or or visit www.theatrix.co.uk or complete this form.
All performances will be held at The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL.
I wish to book the following tickets
Performance
date and time

Full price
tickets @ £10.00

7.30pm Thu-21-Mar

THESE TICKETS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE
FROM
THE ABBEY THEATRE BOX OFFICE
01727 857861
WWW. ABBEYTHEATRE.ORG.UK

7.30pm Fri-22-Mar
3.30pm Sat-23-Mar
7.30pm Sat-23-Mar

Concessionary
tickets @ £8.50

Family season ticket*
@ £29.00

Party ticket (minimum 10)**
@ £8.00 pp

Total tickets

TOTAL PAYABLE £
NOTES *Theatrix family season ticket - entitles family (parents and children only) to admission to all performances.
**Party ticket - members of the party do not have to attend the same performance.

I enclose a cheque for £___ p___. Please make your cheque payable to Theatrix.

Name
Address

YOUR DETAILS
Telephone
Mobile
E-mail
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHEQUE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO
Dennis O’Connell-Baker, Theatrix, 198 Sandridge Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 4AL

Total £ payable
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THEATRIX SHOWCASE 2019 – PARENTAL CONSENT
I *commit/do not commit my son/daughter to take part in the performances (as required) on 21, 22 and 33 March and to arrive at the
theatre one hour before the performance is due to start; and to attend the rehearsals scheduled outside normal Theatrix class times
detailed overleaf. *Please delete as appropriate.
CHILD’S NAME
DATE OF BIRTH
PARENT’S NAME
PARENT’S SIGNATURE

DATE

CONTACT DETAILS
PLEASE COMPLETE ALL APPLICABLE CATEGORIES
CHILD’S MOBILE NUMBER
CHILD’S EMAIL ADDRESS
PARENTS’ MOBILE NUMBERS

MOTHER
FATHER

PARENTS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES

MOTHER
FATHER

EMERGENCY CONTACT
The number of a friend/relative
available in an emergency.

NAME
NUMBER

SUPPORT
Any help you can offer during the dress rehearsals and performances will be most gratefully received.
Please tick the appropriate box below and we will contact you.
COSTUME

PROPS

MAKE-UP / HAIR

FRONT OF HOUSE

CHAPERONE

MEASUREMENT FORM
PLEASE COMPLETE ALL MEASUREMENTS IN FEET AND INCHES
CHEST

HIPS (Girls Only)

WAIST

DRESS SIZE (Girls Only)

NAPE TO WAIST

INSIDE LEG (Boys Only)

SHOULDER TO WRIST

COLLAR

SHOULDER TO KNEE

HEAD OR HAT SIZE

WAIST TO ANKLE

SHOE SIZE

The safety of our students, when in class or rehearsal, is of utmost
importance to Theatrix. As well as our Child Protection policy we
have introduced new safety measures with the Abbey Theatre.

•

You may have noticed a ‘Theatrix’ sign on the blue side door to the
•
theatre which is used for entering/exiting classes.
This acts as a reminder of the following new procedure:
•

The blue side door will be locked once classes or rehearsals
have started.

•

If a student arrives after the start time they will need to ring
the doorbell (to the left-hand side) to be let in.

•

In the unlikely event that, after a short while, there is no
answer then please contact their teacher using the contact
number found on the Information Sheet in the termly
newsletter sent via email.

•

The door will be opened 10 minutes prior to the end of the
class or rehearsal to allow access for parents of students
being collected and students arriving for the next class or
rehearsal.
Authorised Theatrix personnel remain by the side door
during the changeover between classes.
A reminder that if you are collecting a child, please ensure
you enter through the blue side to meet them in person.
Our teachers will not allow a child to leave the premises
alone.

The Abbey Theatre is a public building and as such the main front
doors are open during opening hours. This means they are open on
Saturday morning from 9.30am - 12noon. No unauthorised visitors
are allowed to access the teaching spaces during class hours. Access
is restricted to authorised Theatrix and Abbey Theatre personnel
only.
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS

We do ask that parents notify us if their child is going to be absent
from a lesson. We will inform parents of two consecutive absences
All fees are payable in advance. They can be paid by BACS or sent of which we have not been notified.
prior to the beginning of term to
We do ask that all students take great care in respect of Abbey
Theatrix, 198 Sandridge Road, St Albans, AL1 4AL
Theatre property. We are fortunate we are able to rehearse and
or be brought to the first lesson. We are sure you will appreciate
perform in a working theatre and certain rules must be adhered to.
that as a small business we depend on prompt payment to ensure
All students are requested to pay special attention to keeping the
we can continue to provide a high standard of service. We reserve theatre clean and tidy, and to make sure they have left nothing
the right not to admit a student to a class where outstanding fees
behind. We do have a small amount of lost property, but we canhave not been paid. We also reserve the right to charge an
not accept responsibility for anything left behind once the classes
administrative fee of £5.00 if we have to send parents a second
have finished. A fire drill is performed each term.
outstanding fees reminder.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

We have a waiting list for most classes, so you will understand
that a half-term's notice is required, in writing if a student Included on your termly invoice is a guide to paying all Theatrix bills
intends to leave. Otherwise, we reserve the right to charge a half by BACS. Of course, if you wish to continue to pay by cash or
-term's fee in lieu of notice, unless a mutual arrangement has been cheque you are welcome to do so.
agreed.
Please make all cheques payable to Theatrix. Payment, with
If at any time you should wish to visit a drama class you may do so completed invoice return slip should be handed in on the first day
by prior arrangement. Please feel free to discuss with us any query of term in a sealed envelope with the student's name and
or concerns you may have regarding the progress being made in
class written clearly on the front. If you are paying by cash,
class work or examinations.
please ask for a receipt as mistakes cannot be rectified later if there
We reserve the right to ask any student to leave the school if
is no record of payment.
their behaviour is disruptive or otherwise adversely affecting the
All other payments, eg for public examinations should also be sent
progress of the class.
in a sealed envelope with the student's name and class
A student may not leave a lesson when it is in progress unless by
prior arrangement with the parent(s). Please ensure that your child
is collected promptly at the end of each lesson. While we do our
best to keep an eye on all students who have finished their classes,
we cannot guarantee 100% supervision once the next class has
started.

written clearly on the front.
If any parent is going through a period of financial difficulty, we are
always happy to try to help, and come to some mutual agreement
rather than lose a student. Please call Rosemarie Partridge or
Rahel Barker on 01727 860217 who will be happy to talk to
you.
Rosemarie Partridge

Many parents will be aware that official Theatrix
photographers have customarily taken pictures during
performances of students’ work for parents, production
rehearsals and public performances. These photographs
are used for archival, educational and publicity purposes,
our Facebook page and to illustrate our publications, eg
play programmes. To date we have received no
objections to this practice. On the contrary, students
and parents welcome a record of a performance.
Name of student

Principal

July 2018

We now believe, however, that it is a matter for the
students’ parents to decide whether or not we should
be taking and using such photographs. For the avoidance
of doubt, please could you let us know your views by
completing and returning the slip below. If you have
already completed this form, please complete a
further copy only if your view has changed.
Rachel Barker

Administrator

________________________________________________________

I do / do not* consent to photographs being taken of the above named student for Theatrix archive, educational
or publicity purposes. *delete as appropriate.
Name of parent

________________________________________________________

Signature of parent

________________________________________________________

Date

________________________________________________________
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Term dates
Monday 3 September to Saturday 15 December. There are fourteen teaching weeks this term.
Half Term - Monday 29 October – Saturday 3 November inclusive.

Venue for classes
The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL.

Classes Timetable
Day
Time
Thursday
4.30-5.30
Thursday
4.30-5.30
Thursday
5.30-6.30
Thursday
5.30-6.30
Saturday
9.00-10.00
Saturday
9.00-10.00
Saturday
10.10-11.10
Saturday
10.10-11.10
Saturday
11.20-12.20
Saturday
11.20-12.20
Saturday
12.30-1.30
Saturday
12.30-1.30
*Musical theatre class.

Class
The Chamberlains
The Kings
The Lincolns
The Rose
The Oxfords
The Warwicks
Carousel*
The Chapel Children
The Admirals
Cabaret*
The Globe One
The Globe Two

Age Guide
7-9
10-11
10-12
13-14
11-14
9-12
9+
5-8
16+
14+
13-14
15-16

Tutor
Anna Jones
Emily Carhart
Emily Carhart
Anna Jones
Claire Clegg
Anna Jones
Nicola Martinus-Smith
Claire Clegg
Alex Bell
Nicola Martinus-Smith
Alex Bell
Anna Jones

Tariff of Tuition Fees for students under 20 years of age – Autumn Term 2018
Type of Tuition
All Classes – returning students
All Classes – new students
All Classes – students joining during term
Individual tuition - drama and singing
Shared tuition (2 students)
Shared tuition (3 students)

Term Fee
£126.00
£117.00
£ pro rata
£280.00
£189.00 (each)
£140.00 (each)

Notes
£117.00 each for siblings
First lesson free
First lesson free
£20.00 per half an hour
£13.50 each per half an hour
£10.00 each per half an hour

General enquiries
If you have a general enquiry, please email admin@theatrix.co.uk. or telephone 01727 860217.

If you would like your child to take both a drama class and a musical theatre class,
we will only charge half the fee for the second class - that’s only £189.00 for two classes.
For further details email admin@theatrix.co.uk or telephone 01727 860217.

The access road to the theatre is now a cul de sac. You can drop off your child outside the theatre. If you need to
park please use the public car parks. The private car park behind the theatre is reserved for theatre members and
delivery vehicles. When picking up your child at the end of a class, please avoid blocking the road or double-parking at
the side of the building and turn off your engine.

