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Tom is the son of Theatrix Principal Rosemarie Partridge. She writes:
Well! Who would have thought it?
After leaving Beaumont School, Tom went off to do Media Studies
at Oaklands College. Since then he has worked most of his career
in post-production and at Framestore, starting off as a “runner” and
doing well - most things your company ask - even the grubby ones which is what you do! And now astoundingly like a rock star he's
holding two very heavy metal objects (apparently they are very
heavy).
Tom was a good little actor at Theatrix: I have a most endearing
photo of him peering out of a large whicker basket playing
Tweedledee in a production of Alice in Wonderland. But enough of
that … he'd say that especially!
Well fortunately he had the good sense not to go from Tweedledee
into the precarious profession of acting. To my students who
express a desire to tread the boards I say “Not thought of doing
Why is Theatrix alumnus Tom Partridge holding what
law? Nuclear physics? Or even better, plumbing?” And they look at
appear to be a BAFTA and an Oscar? And why is he
me bemused. But he has gone into acting’s kissing cousin - the
smiling? He’s smiling because he IS holding a BAFTA and
entertainment business, which demands many of the skills that
an Oscar.
lateral thinkers, good communicators, organisers, and entrepreTom is a post-production Special Effects Editor with Framestore, the neurs use; and those transferable skills are at the core of the
top British visual effects company and the world leader in the field. Theatrix ethos. Not that we don't wholeheartedly celebrate the
success of our students who bravely launch into the world of
This year Framestore won both the BAFTA Award for Best Visual
Effects and the Academy Award (the Oscar) for Best Visual Effects theatre. Glorious it is, as you will see in the proud reports we have
of other alumni in this newsletter.
for its work on Gravity, a film almost entirely dependant on their
unique skills. As an important member of the Framestore team,
But I can see in Tom the qualities I've seen in Theatrix students
Tom gets his share of the glory!
over the years. There is the commitment, the desire to succeed and
the talent. They learn what makes an audience tick. But there is also
Amongst Tom’s film credits are War Horse, the Harry Potter films
a charm, and a knowledge of the value of the many, many friends in
(Tom has his own wand at the Harry Potter exhibition at
and around St Albans who remain a most important part of their
Leavesden), Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Skyfall and Troy.
lives.
He is currently heading up the Framestore operation in Montreal.
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Summer Term
Monday 28 April to Monday 21 July inclusive

Theatrix Al Fresco - see p5
Saturday 12 July

May Bank Holiday - Monday 5 May

It’s Playtime! - see p5
Saturday 19 July

Half Term - Monday 26 to Saturday 31 May
Trinity Examinations
Wednesday 2 and Thursday 3 July

Summer Workshop - see p6
Wednesday 30 and Thursday 31 July

Theatrix tutor Sinead Dunne went to see the show. Sinead writes:
Elegant, poised and graceful, the Swans arrived. Their positions
were precise. Their costume, hair and make-up, exuded perfection.
Their gentility and decorum were beyond question.
And so, Rosemarie, Caroline and Sinead were ready to watch Edd
perform in Matthew Bourne’s glorious Swan Lake. Originally
intended for a two-week run at Sadler’s Wells, Bourne’s Swan Lake
has become a classic, an interpretation that conveys the brilliance
of the original ballet with the courage and intent of a very
contemporary performance.
And Theatrix’s Edd was in it!

and affecting. And affected we (the Swans!) were. So much so that
we forgot to look out for Edd, and became so altered by the story
- desperation, sadness, comedy, a tragic conclusion - we were held
until the very last moment.
The performance over, we huddled outside the Stage Door. We
wanted to tell Edd how amazing he had been and how proud and
delighted we were. He appeared to our cheers, clearly a little taken
aback – (especially as Caroline knew when his taxi was arriving and
the name of his driver!) But Edd was as humble, charming and
gracious as he always is – as genuinely pleased to see us, as we
were to see him.

He was an extraordinary Swan (it’s all in the ‘lats’ apparently!),
wonderfully talented and a truly lovely person. Well done Edd –
A celebration of movement, of interpretation, of creativity –
respecting a classic, but imbuing it with something new and relevant we’re so happy!

Theatrix alumnus Amber Townsend has been working at
Watford Palace Theatre in her Gap Year. She writes:

received publicly and
how it had fared
financially, and were able
Since becoming part of the Watford Palace Theatre
to advise the Executive
Young Producers, I have been lucky enough to have
and Artistic Directors on
access to a number of other opportunities at Watford how best to proceed
casual work in their office, shadowing of the Artistic
with similar productions
Director as she directed a recent production and, most
in the future.
recently, a place on the Board of Directors.
The Board are the people who manage the general
Though already surprisingly diverse for a business
running of the theatre - we also looked at risk assessorganisation, the Board were looking for younger
ment for the business, staff development and the current
members to provide fresh perspectives and perhaps
projects being run by the theatre. I was delighted the
views and opinions they would not have thought of with
find my contribution was well-received and respected; I
their current older demographic. As someone who had
was not there as a token gesture, but as someone with a
already done quite a bit of work with the theatre, the
genuinely valued input.
participation team at Watford were happy to put me
forward for interview. I am now attending Board
This opportunity would not have been available to me
meetings with a fellow member of the Young Producers. without the continued support and interest from
Theatrix. Always taking an interest in the development
I attended my first meeting in April. The Board make
of my career even though I am now too old to be a
important decisions regarding the Theatre’s budget,
member of the group classes and encouraging me to
funding bids, partnerships and theatrical programmes realise my potential, they have given me the confidence
one of the most interesting things at my first meeting
in myself to seize career opportunities and believe in
was the discussion of a recent Watford Palace Theatre
myself.
production Shiver. The Board looked at how it had been

Conor Gray writes:
Let your voice be heard! Theatrix is looking for
passionate young people - aged 14-19, to join its new
DEBATING SOCIETY and tackle life’s big questions.
Beginning on Saturday 26 April, we will be offering five
weekly hour-long sessions with the aim of improving
your persuasive public speaking skills in the context of a
lively and engaging debate. Through drama exercises and
structured competitions, you will have the opportunity
to pit your wits against the opposition and fight your
corner on various, controversial topics. You will also
participate in some really effective and enjoyable
communication games and exercises to get your mind
and voice focused on the task in hand.
Not only is debating an amazing source of entertainment
and fun, but it also offers a way to enrich your speaking,
listening and analytical skills, while working as part of a
team. These transferable skills will be hugely beneficial in
your future, whether you are:

•
•
•
•
•

Attending a job, college or university interview
Making a sales pitch or presentation
Giving a speech
Taking part in a meeting or discussion
Or just arguing with your friends

Come along to the Abbey Theatre from 1:30-2:30pm
on Saturday 26 April to get involved. The first topic for
debate will be:
“This House would regulate social networking sites.”
The sessions will be from 1.30-2.30pm on 26 April and
3, 10, 17 and 24 May. Each session costs £2.50 and you
can come to one, any or all the sessions. Bring your
friends to join in. Phone 01727 860217 or email
admin@theatrix.co.uk to book your place.
Conor will be leading these sessions and chairing the debates.
Conor is a Theatrix alumnus. He is an actor, director and
writer. He is currently working at The Globe Theatre on
Southbank. He is no stranger to controversy!

Theatrix student Katie Walton is good. Good enough to get the
part of the young Saskia last year in a film called Lost a Girl directed
and produced by local film maker Nicholas Winter. It is a dark,
psychological thriller and you can see a trailer at
http://lostagirlmovie.co.uk.

the happiest, being involved in the process of making was a really
great experience and a lot of fun!”
Critic Shaun Lachance from Horror-Writers.net says about Katie,
"Katie Walton who plays young Saskia is also phenomenal in this.
I normally try to take it easy when critiquing child actors but my
usual “let it slide” scale didn’t apply here. She owns the few scenes
she’s in and has a bright future in the industry if she decides to
continue on."

Katie said that being in the film was really exciting despite the topic
being scary. She loved the great experience of working with all the
different people, including the director, the talented actors, the
wonderful make up artist and the sound guys. They were all very
You can download the film from http://lostagirlmovie.co.uk for only
supportive and encouraging and it was a great insight into how films
£2.99.
are made and shot. She says, “Although the topic of the film is not

When Theatrix was asked by Sonic (AKA Tony
Middleton the Resident Magician at the
St Pancras Renaissance Hotel) if we could
provide him with a very young girl assistant for a
magic show called The Spirit Séance (a TV pilot)
in front of a live audience, we did have some
misgivings. Did he want to saw her in half? Might
she vanish forever? Would it be scary?

It’s fair to say that drama is not Julian Trevelyan’s main talent. If you
watch BBC4 on Friday 9 May you will see and hear Julian doing
what he is best at - piano. He is in the final of the Keyboard
Category of the BBC Young Musician 2014. At 15, Julian is the
youngest of this year’s finalists. We wish him all success.

Ella Phillips (pictured left) was selected from a
group of very good young Theatrix actors. She
had to dress as a Victorian child and be able to
scream very loudly (she proved she can). And she
had to be invisible on stage for ten minutes before
being magically revealed to the audience.
Ella’s appearance was simply magic!

You can see Julian live in St Albans too. As part of the St Albans
Film Festival he will be introducing and accompanying four
wonderful short animated films - The Chopin Shorts. See Julian from
12-12.40pm on Sunday 4 May at The Maltings Arts Theatre.
Tickets £6 from St Albans Film Festival.
Theatrix is in the process of setting up a new Facebook page. It will
carry news and features on upcoming events. There’ll be lots of
material from past and recent shows - videos, photos, posters and
reviews. It will be open to all Theatrix students, alumni and their
families.
We hope you

it.

*Admirals, Blackfriars, Cabaret, Chamberlains, Curtain and Lincolns plus individuals.

The Amphitheatre at St Albans School is located in beautiful grounds sloping down to the River Ver
- a magical setting for our performance.
The Amphitheatre will open at 4.30pm. The performance starts at 5.30pm.
You are welcome to bring a picnic to enjoy before or during the show.

Join this Theatrix summer workshop for some
mighty monster mayhem - a beastly beano of
creepy creatures mythical and magical; a feast of
the imagination. Dance the monster mash, shriek
in Shrek; and most definitely do not look under
the bed for the 'Monsters Inc'. Scary, but in a nice
way.
Comprising mime, movement, scripts and
improvisation; this is two days of beastly bad
behaviour you can really get your 'teeth' into.

Leading the workshop is our Mistress of Mystery
Suzy Duxbury, a Theatrix actor-tutor with much
successful experience with students of all ages.
The workshop is for anyone aged from around 7
years old and interested in drama: you don't have
to be a Theatrix students or experienced. The
workshop costs £50.00 per participant including
materials, payable in advance. There will be a
performance by all participants for parents,
relatives and friends at the end of the workshop.

I wish to book a place on the workshop. I amyears of age. Fill box.
Student’s name

_______________________________

Address
(If not a
Theatrix Student)

_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Phone

_______________________________

Mobile

_______________________________

E-mail

_______________________________

Parent’s name

_______________________________

Emergency number _______________________________
(and name if not
the parent)
_______________________________
_______________________________

I consent to my son’s / daughter’s participation in the
DRAMA WORKSHOP and enclose a cheque for £50.00.
Please make your cheque payable to Theatrix.
Parent’s
signature

______________________________

Date

______________________________

Please complete and return ASAP to
Theatrix
198 Sandridge Road
St Albans

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
All fees are payable in advance. They can either be sent prior to
the beginning of term to
Theatrix, 198 Sandridge Road, St Albans, AL1 4AL
or be brought to the first lesson. We are sure you will appreciate
that as a small business we depend on prompt payment to ensure
we can continue to provide a high standard of service. We reserve
the right not to admit a student to a class where outstanding fees
have not been paid. We also reserve the right to charge an
administrative fee of £5.00 if we have to send parents a second
outstanding fees reminder.
We have a waiting list for most classes, so you will understand
that a half-term's notice is required, in writing if a student
intends to leave. Otherwise, we reserve the right to charge a
half-term's fee in lieu of notice, unless a mutual arrangement has
been agreed.
If at any time you should wish to visit a drama class you may do so
by prior arrangement. Please feel free to discuss with us any query
or concerns you may have regarding the progress being made in
class work or examinations.
We reserve the right to ask any student to leave the school if
their behaviour is disruptive or otherwise adversely affecting the
progress of the class.
A student may not leave a lesson when it is in progress unless by
prior arrangement with the parent(s). Please ensure that your child
is collected promptly at the end of each lesson. While we do our
best to keep an eye on all students who have finished their classes,
we cannot guarantee 100% supervision once the next class has
started.

We do ask that parents notify us if their child is going to be absent
from a lesson. We will inform parents of two consecutive absences
of which we have not been notified.
We do ask that all students take great care in respect of Abbey
Theatre property. We are fortunate we are able to rehearse and
perform in a working theatre and certain rules must be adhered to.
All students are requested to pay special attention to keeping the
theatre clean and tidy, and to make sure they have left nothing
behind. We do have a small amount of lost property, but we cannot accept responsibility for anything left behind once the classes
have finished.
A fire drill is performed each term.

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Please make all cheques payable to Theatrix.
Payment, with completed invoice return slip should be handed
in on the first day of term in a sealed envelope with the
student's name and class written clearly on the front. Our
Administrator will be at a collection point at the beginning of the
first lesson of term and available to answer any queries. If you are
paying by cash, please ask for a receipt as mistakes cannot be
rectified later if there is no record of payment.
All other payments, eg for public examinations should also be sent
in a sealed envelope with the student's name and class
written clearly on the front.
If any parent is going through a period of financial difficulty, we are
always happy to try to help, and come to some mutual agreement
rather than lose a student. Please call either Dennis O’ConnellBaker or Rosemarie Partridge on 01727 860217 who will be
happy to talk to you.
Rosemarie Partridge

Many parents will be aware that official Theatrix
photographers have customarily taken pictures during
performances of students’ work for parents, production
rehearsals and public performances. These photographs
have been used for archival, educational and publicity
purposes and to illustrate Theatrix publications, eg play
programmes. To date we have received no objections
to this practice. On the contrary, students and parents
welcome a record of a performance.
Name of student

Principal

March 2014

We now believe, however, that it is a matter for the
students’ parents to decide whether or not we should
be taking and using such photographs. For the avoidance
of doubt, please could you let us know your views by
completing and returning the slip below. If you have
already completed this form, please complete a
further copy only if your view has changed.
Dennis O’Connell-Baker

Administrator

________________________________________________________

I do / do not* consent to photographs being taken of the above named student for Theatrix archive, educational
or publicity purposes. *delete as appropriate.
Name of parent

________________________________________________________

Signature of parent

________________________________________________________

Date

________________________________________________________

Term dates
Monday 28 April to Monday 21 July inclusive. There are eleven teaching weeks this term.
May Bank Holiday Monday 5 May. Half Term Monday 26 May to Saturday 31 May inclusive.
Trinity College Examinations Wednesday 2 and Thursday 3 July.

Venue for classes
The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL.

Classes Timetable*
Day
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Time
4.45-5.45
4.45-5.45
4.45-5.45
6.00-7.00
6.00-7.00
9.00-10.00
9.00-10.00
10.10-11.10
10.10-11.10
11.20-12.20
12.30-1.30
12.30-1.30

Class
The Kings
The Curtain
The Little Eyes
The Rose
The Lincolns
The Chapel Children
The Globe
Carousel**
The Chamberlains
The Admirals
Cabaret**
The Blackfriars

Age Guide
10-12
13-15
5-7
8-10
15+
8+
9-11
7+
15+
16+
14+
12+

Tutor
Sinead Dunne
Michael Keir
Suzy Duxbury
Suzy Duxbury
James Ball
James Ball
Sinead Dunne
Tim Withers
James Ball
James Ball
Michael Keir
Sinead Dunne

*It is periodically necessary to vary the timetable. We undertake to give reasonable notice of any changes. **Musical theatre class.

Tariff of Tuition Fees for students under 20 years of age – Summer Term 2014
Type of Tuition
All other Classes – returning students
All other Classes – new students
All classes – students joining during term
Individual tuition
Shared tuition (2 students)
Shared tuition (3 students)

Term Fee
£99.00
£90.00
£ pro rata
£220.00
£146.50 (each)
£110.00 (each)

Notes
£90.00 each for siblings
First lesson free
First lesson free
£20.00 per half an hour
£13.50 each per half an hour
£10.00 each per half an hour

Contacting your tutor
If you need to contact your tutor, eg if you are going to miss a lesson, please telephone them: Rosemarie Partridge 01727 860217;
James Ball 07735 350739; Sinead Dunne 07414 586068; Suzy Duxbury 07540 792849; Michael Keir 07711 721553; Tim Withers 07792
859278. In an emergency, call Dennis O’Connell-Baker on 01727 860217 or 07713 931532.

General enquiries
If you have a general enquiry, please telephone 01727 860217 or email admin@theatrix.co.uk.

Phoning from the Abbey Theatre
There is a telephone in the Members’ Room. The number is 01727 861731. It is not a Pay Phone. There is an 'honesty box" on the wall
which is emptied daily and students should always make sure they carry a 20p coin in case they need to ring home.

Contacting Theatrix during class times
Please use your tutor’s mobile. Please be patient, because we are teaching and cannot always answer the telephone immediately. You can
also contact Theatrix at the Abbey Theatre during class times on 01727 861731.

If you would like your child to take both a drama class and a musical theatre class,
we will only charge half the fee for the second class - that’s only £148.50 for two classes.
For further details phone 01727 860217.

The access road to the theatre is now a cul de sac - just follow the signs to the Abbey Theatre. You can drop off your
children outside the theatre. If you need to park please use the new public car parks. The private car park behind the
theatre is reserved for Company of Ten members and delivery vehicles. Theatrix parents should only use the public car
park; and avoid blocking the road and double-parking along the side of the building when waiting at the end of classes.

