
 

Term Dates 
Tuesday 18 April - Saturday 22 July inclusive. 
13 teaching weeks. 
 
 

Half Term 
Monday 29 May – Saturday 3 June inclusive. 

Trinity College Examinations 
Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12 July. 
 
Film Acting Workshop 
Tuesday 25 and Wednesday 26 July. 

Autumn Term Dates HT - Monday 23 – Saturday 28 October 14 teaching weeks Monday 4 September - Saturday 16 December 
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From Alan Ayckbourn to Bernard Shaw to William 
Shakespeare to the song My New Philosophy from 
You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, over a hundred 
Theatrix students presented a sparkling array of theatri-
cal pieces for their annual showcase last month. It was 
an eclectic and exciting menu of classical and modern 
pieces of drama, poetry and prose, told through im-
provisation, text work, movement, song and dance in 
many varied and original forms.   
 

Senior students presented scenes and sketches  
ranging from a dark adaptation of William Golding’s  
Lord of the Flies to a surreal version of Shakespeare’s  
Titus Andronicus (where the victims of savage revenge 
were portrayed by bursting party balloons), to a witty 
scene from Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being  
Earnest set in a space ship. 
 

The younger students skipped merrily from a comic 
Dracula Spectacula spider-webbed castle to a potted 

panto – Spooferella, to Goldilocks to Roalh Dahl‘s  
Centipede’s Song and a very comedic improvisation of 
time travel in a cardboard box. There was an extrava-
gant impersonation of Donald Trump declaring he would 
build a wall (a fourth one for the stage of course!); and a 
guest appearance from Matt the Whippet impersonating 
a terrifying bull mastiff. Needless to say he stole the 
show. 
 

Principal Rosemarie Partridge said, ”You can make clas-
sic plays and stories work for any age level, make them  
inspiring to produce, thoroughly entertaining for the  
audience and making it a memorable experience for all 
involved. That’s what theatre is about. And judging by 
the comments afterwards – it worked!“ As Dawn Baker, 
one of our student’s parents, said: “I know I say this 
every time- but this showcase was the best ever “. 
 

Memory sticks of photographs of the show are available for 
£10 from Marley-Eliza Hart - marleyelizahart1@gmail.com 

CONNECTING TO THE SCREEN WORLD 
Through our connection with the Pinewood Studios 
based Ann Koska Agency we are linking up with YESS 
(Youths Enriching Stage and Screen - see Facebook) to 
offer Theatrix students (and others) summer holiday 
workshops in screen acting. The workshops will be led 
by Rachel Lloyd and Victoria Donovan. Both are DBS 
certified and professionally trained. They have worked 
on screen and behind the scenes on many Golden Globe 
nominated, Oscar winning and BAFTA films. 
 

VENUE, DATES AND TIMES 
The six hour workshops will be held on both Tuesday 
25 and Wednesday 26 July at the Abbey Theatre. The 
morning workshop for 8-11 year olds will be from 
10am-1pm on both days. The afternoon workshop for 
12+ year olds will be from 1.30-4.30pm on both days. 
 

NUMBERS 
Places are limited. The minimum is 16: the maximum is 
25 participants. 
 

COST 
The workshop fee is £90.00 per participant payable in 
advance. 
 

BOOKING 
As the workshops are open to all-comers early booking 
is essential for Theatrix students. Please complete and 
return the booking form on page 4 or email 
admin@theatrix.co.uk or visit our website - 
www.theatrix.co.uk. For further information call 01727 
860217. 
 

WORKSHOP CONTENT 
The workshop is a great opportunity for students to  
try their hands at screen acting; and to find out how to 
enjoy it and flourish in the screen environment. If they 
allow it, it will be a lot of fun. Throughout the workshop 
students will be taught how to act on screen and the 
different techniques needed to accomplish this skill.  
Students will work on camera and analysed for positive 
constructive feedback by other participants and tutors. 
 

The workshop will comprise the following elements 
  

ACTING 
This will include improvisation to equip the students 
with the Method Tools, which will enable them to build 
a truthful character and deliver a well-rounded perform-
ance. A high level of concentration is essential to enable 
a quality performance. Concentration triggers belief,  
impulses and imagination. 
 

TECHNIQUES 
This will prepare students to take actions based on their 
natural instincts, developing their creativity, confidence 
and communication. It will cover Screen Technique, 
Confidence, Communication and Listening, Audition 
Techniques - Sight reading and Monologues. 
 

WHO’S WHO ON THE SET 
Effective communication, confidence and listening create 
the best understanding among people on a film set. This 
element will encourage self-development, interpersonal 
skills, mutual understanding, co-operation and trust. 
These are important skills both a film set and in  
everyday life.  



Rosemarie Partridge writes: 
 

From (many years ago) teaching a warm, 
bubbly, freckled, cheeky, exremely bright 
and almost over enthusiastic boy to  
chatting to one of Britain's top theatre 
directors at the National Theatre Olivier 
Bar was a wonderful breeze. Particularly 
as the boy and the director are one and 
the same Simon Godwin.  
 
If you heard Tamsin Greig's interview  
on Woman's Hour about her role as 
“Malvolia” in Simon's production of 
Twelfth Night you will have heard her  
describe how those generous and exuber-
ant qualities make him such a beloved and 
admired director.  
 
After attending Simon’s pre-show  
discussion about the play, then meeting 
him, then seeing the play, our little group 
went home on a high: so very proud of 
our boy from St Albans and all feeling as  
if we had been to a party.  
 
I wrote to Simon thanking him for an  
extraordinary production and evening, 
and he kindly wrote back to me, as  
generous as ever " you helped me get to 
the party". Please now think - eye, tear, 
corner of.  
 
And oh, if you can, go and see the play - 
it's absolutely wonderful!  

Michael Billington - The Guardian Review 
 

The casting of Tamsin Greig as Malvolia is bound to be 
the big talking point of this gender-fluid production. 

 
 Greig is such an instinctive comic actor, it pays off 

richly. Simon Godwin’s staging is also bright, inventive 
and boundlessly funny: all I missed was the element of 
reflective melancholy that makes this, for many of us, 

the most perfect comedy ever written. 
 

Greig makes instant sense of the transition of  
Shakespeare’s steward into a woman. She looks like a 

mix of Molière’s Tartuffe and Roald Dahl’s Miss 
Trunchbull: a severe disciplinarian with a pageboy hair-

cut and a penchant for martial arts. Contempt oozes 
from every pore: when she describes Orsino’s latest 

emissary as being of “mankind”, her lips curl into a snarl 
on the first syllable. At the same time, she is so besotted 

by Olivia that even when her employer says that she is 
“sick of self-love”, Malvolia gives a furtive, adoring smile. 

 
All this pays off handsomely in the famous gulling scene. 

Greig studiously realigns the box trees and shoots  
disapproving glances at the front stalls for finding filthy 

meanings in the fake letter.  

She makes the scene her own 
by showing how a closet  
lesbian might react to a secret 
declaration of love from her 
boss. For me, the later  
transition into yellow stockings 
doesn’t work, simply because  
I couldn’t believe this tightly 
repressed figure would  
instantly turn into a flashy 
showbiz floozie. But by the 
end, Greig won me back over 
by showing Malvolia as a 
woman whose sense of  
identity has been irrevocably 
shattered. It’s a brilliant  
performance. 
 

Godwin’s production has a 
vital elan and reminds us that 
Shakespeare was way ahead  
of us in subverting the idea  
of gender as something  
permanently fixed. 
 
The run ends on 13 May. Tamsin Greig as Malvolia 

Rosemarie and Simon at the NT 



 

WORKSHOP SELECTION AND PARENTAL CONSENT 
I WISH TO BOOK A PLACE FOR MY CHILD ON THE 8-11 YEAR OLD WORKSHOP* / 12+ YEARS WORKSHOP* 

I CONSENT TO S/HE PARTICIPATING IN THE WORKSHOP.  
*Please delete as appropriate. 

CHILD’S NAME  

PARENT’S NAME  

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  DATE  

PERSONAL DETAILS 
OPTIONAL FOR THEATRIX STUDENTS. PLEASE COMPLETE ALL APPLICABLE CATEGORIES. 

CHILD’S DATE OF BIRTH  

ADDRESS  

  

PARENTS’ MOBILE NUMBERS MOTHER  

 FATHER  

PARENTS’ EMAIL ADDRESSES MOTHER  

 FATHER  

EMERGENCY CONTACT 
NAME AND MOBILE NUMBER 

 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

I enclose a cheque for £90.00 made payable to Theatrix Productions.   √ box 

I have made a bank transfer for £90.00 to Theatrix Productions - 20-74-09 - 20055727 √ box 

RETURN TO THEATRIX 198 SANDRIDGE ROAD ST ALBANS AL1 4AL 

 



 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

All fees are payable in advance. They can be paid by BACS or sent 
prior to the beginning of term to  

Theatrix, 198 Sandridge Road, St Albans, AL1 4AL 
or be brought to the first lesson. We are sure you will appreciate 
that as a small business we depend on prompt payment to ensure 
we can continue to provide a high standard of service. We reserve 
the right not to admit a student to a class where outstanding fees 
have not been paid. We also reserve the right to charge an  
administrative fee of £5.00 if we have to send parents a second 
outstanding fees reminder.  
 

We have a waiting list for most classes, so you will understand  
that a half-term's notice is required, in writing if a student  
intends to leave. Otherwise, we reserve the right to charge a 
half-term's fee in lieu of notice, unless a mutual arrangement has 
been agreed. 
 

If at any time you should wish to visit a drama class you may do so 
by prior arrangement. Please feel free to discuss with us any query 
or concerns you may have regarding the progress being made in 
class work or examinations. 
 

We reserve the right to ask any student to leave the school if  
their behaviour is disruptive or otherwise adversely affecting the 
progress of the class. 
 

A student may not leave a lesson when it is in progress unless by 
prior arrangement with the parent(s). Please ensure that your child 
is collected promptly at the end of each lesson. While we do our 
best to keep an eye on all students who have finished their classes, 
we cannot guarantee 100% supervision once the next class has 
started. 
 

 
 

We do ask that parents notify us if their child is going to be absent 
from a lesson. We will inform parents of two consecutive absences 
of which we have not been notified. 
 

We do ask that all students take great care in respect of Abbey 
Theatre property. We are fortunate we are able to rehearse and 
perform in a working theatre and certain rules must be adhered to. 
All students are requested to pay special attention to keeping the 
theatre clean and tidy, and to make sure they have left nothing  
behind. We do have a small amount of lost property, but we can-
not accept responsibility for anything left behind once the classes 
have finished. A fire drill is performed each term. 
 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

Attached to your termly invoice is a guide to paying all Theatrix 
bills by BACS. Of course, if you wish to continue to pay by cash or 
cheque you are welcome to do so.  
 

Please make all cheques payable to Theatrix. Payment, with  
completed invoice return slip should be handed in on the first day 
of term in a sealed envelope with the student's name and 
class written clearly on the front. If you are paying by cash, 
please ask for a receipt as mistakes cannot be rectified later if there 
is no record of payment. 
 

All other payments, eg for public examinations should also be sent 
in a sealed envelope with the student's name and class  
written clearly on the front. 
 
If any parent is going through a period of financial difficulty, we are 
always happy to try to help, and come to some mutual agreement 
rather than lose a student. Please call Rosemarie Partridge or 
Dennis O’Connell-Baker on 01727 860217 who will be happy 
to talk to you. 

 

Rosemarie Partridge   Principal      April 2017 

 

Name of student  ________________________________________________________ 
 

I do / do not* consent to photographs being taken of the above named student for Theatrix archive, educational 
or publicity purposes. *delete as appropriate. 
 
Name of parent  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of parent ________________________________________________________ 
 
Date    ________________________________________________________ 

Many parents will be aware that official Theatrix  
photographers have customarily taken pictures during 
performances of students’ work for parents, production 
rehearsals and public performances. These photographs 
are used for archival, educational and publicity purposes, 
our Facebook page and to illustrate our publications, eg 
play programmes. To date we have received no  
objections to this practice. On the contrary, students 
and parents welcome a record of a performance. 

We now believe, however, that it is a matter for the 
students’ parents to decide whether or not we should 
be taking and using such photographs. For the avoidance 
of doubt, please could you let us know your views by  
completing and returning the slip below. If you have  
already completed this form, please complete a 
further copy only if your view has changed. 
 

Dennis O’Connell-Baker                        Administrator 



 

 
 

Term dates 
Tuesday 18 April - Saturday 22 July. There are thirteen teaching weeks this term.  
Half Term - Monday 29 May – Saturday 3 June inclusive. 
 

Trinity College Examinations  
Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12 July. 
 
Venue for classes 
The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL. 
 
Classes Timetable 
Day   Time  Class   Age Guide Tutor 
Wednesday 4.30-5.30  The Kings   13+   Alex Bell and Sinead Dunne  
Thursday  4.30-5.30  The Little Eyes  6-8   Sinead Dunne  
Thursday  5.30-6.30  The Rose   10-12   Amy Hambridge  
Thursday  6.00-7.00  The Lincolns  17+   Alex Bell  
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Globe   13+   Amber Townsend and Alex Bell  
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Oxfords ` 10-12   Claire Clegg 
Saturday  10.10-11.10 Carousel*   8+   Nicola Martinus-Smith 
Saturday  10.10-11.10 The Chapel Children 5-7   Claire Clegg 
Saturday  11.20-12.20 The Admirals  16+   Alex Bell  
Saturday  11.20-12.20 Cabaret*   15+   Nicola Martinus-Smith 
*Musical theatre class. 
           
Tariff of Tuition Fees for students under 20 years of age – Summer Term 2017 
Type of Tuition       Term Fee  Notes 
All Classes – returning students     £117.00  £108.00 each for siblings 
All Classes – new students      £108.00  First lesson free 
All Classes – students joining during term   £ pro rata   First lesson free 
Individual tuition - drama and singing    £260.00  £20.00 per half an hour 
Shared tuition (2 students)      £175.50 (each) £13.50 each per half an hour 
Shared tuition (3 students)      £130.00 (each) £10.00 each per half an hour 
 
Contacting your tutor 
If you need to contact your tutor, eg if you are going to miss a lesson, please telephone them:  
Rosemarie Partridge 07788 410304; Alex Bell 07713 751582; Claire Clegg 07980 922901;  
Sinead Dunne 07414 586068; Nicola Martinus-Smith 07796 868508 Amy Hambridge 07813 854955;  
Amber Townsend 07866 638362.  
In an emergency, call Dennis O’Connell-Baker on 01727 860217 

 
 

If you would like your child to take both a drama class and a musical theatre class,  
we will only charge half the fee for the second class - that’s only £175.50 for two classes.  

For further details phone 01727 860217. 

 
 

The access road to the theatre is now a cul de sac. You can drop off your child outside the theatre. If you need to 
park please use the public car parks. The private car park behind the theatre is reserved for theatre members and 
delivery vehicles. When picking up your child at the end of a class, please avoid blocking the road or double-parking at 
the side of the building and turn off your engine. 


