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Theatrix students Elliot 
Gibbons (17, picture right) 
and Sophie Ruane-Lewis 
(15, left), are two of only a few 
young actors nationwide to be 
invited to join the National 
Youth Theatre (NYT) this 
year. They were selected from 
among over 4000 applicants. 
They join Amber Townsend 
(17, centre) who was selected 
last year and has already per-
formed in an NYT production. 
 

 
 

 
 
All three had to satisfy the 
NYT’s stringent entry require-
ments. They had to go through 
two testing auditions involving 
both group and solo work. Then 
came the agonising wait for the 
NYT’s decision. They are now 
members of the country’s elite 
theatre company for young  
actors. 
 

Elliot describes the process, 
"This was my fourth year  
auditioning for the NYT and the 
process was exactly the same as 
previous years. The day started 
with a three hour workshop in 
the morning which included drama games and activities to allow us 
to work together as a team and prepare us for the individual audi-
tions in the afternoon. I had a nerve-wrecking four hour wait for my 
audition which included a two minute pre-prepared monologue as 
well as a short interview. I then had to wait about three months for 
the result to come through and was obviously absolutely delighted 
when it did!" 
 

 
 
 
 

This is the second time Theatrix has been represented at the NYT 
by three students simultaneously. 
  
Says Theatrix Principal, Rosemarie Partridge, “Amber, Elliot and 
Sophie represent a generation of mature young Theatrix actors. All 
three are an enormously talented. But they have worked very, very 
hard for this. I am absolutely delighted for them. Their example will 
give great encouragement to all my students.” 

 Autumn Term Dates  
Monday 3 September to Saturday 15 December 
inclusive. There are 14 teaching weeks this 
term. 
 

Half Term  
Monday 29 October to Saturday 3 November. 

 

Trinity Guildhall Examinations  
December TBC. 
 

Students’ Showcase Show 
Thursday 7, Friday 8 and Saturday 9 February 
(provisional dates). 

 

 

Spring term 2013 Summer term 2013 

Term Dates - Monday 7 January to Saturday 23 March - 11 weeks Term Dates - Monday 15 April to Monday 22 July - 14 weeks 

Half Term - Monday 18 to Saturday 23 February Half Term - Tuesday 28 May to Saturday 1 June 

Easter Holiday - Friday 29 March to Friday 12 April May Bank Holiday - Monday 6 May 



 

Result % + Pass Band 
Key - P = Pass; M = Merit; D = Distinction 

Exam/Group/Names Grade Result 

 

Trinity Guildhall advanced grade, ie 
6, 7 and 8 qualifications for solo and 
pair examinations are accepted by 
UCAS and attract the following 
points for university and HE entry. 
Grade 6  
Pass 20 points 
Merit 35 points  
Distinction 40 points 
Grade 7  
Pass 35 points 
Merit 50 points  
Distinction 55 points 

Grade 8  
Pass 45 points  
Merit 60 points  
Distinction 65 points  

 

Individual Acting Skills 
Maximillian Palmer 5  71 P 

Conor Gray 7  89 D 

Amber Townsend 7  89 D 

Musical Theatre in Pairs 

Sophie Rapson 
Jemima Wallis 

5 70 P 
72 P 

Acting in Pairs 

Joseph Eastham 
Daisy Hamilton 

7 71 P  
73 P 

Ambika Mod 
Priyanka Mod 

7 87 D 
87 D 

Murray Gray 
Gus Mallett 

7 93 D 
94 D 

Eleanor de Roy 
Katie Smith 

7 82 M 
82 M 

Lawrence Hall 
Tulsi Khanna 

7 91 D 
91 D 

Sabrina Perry 
Karina Williams 

7 81 M 
81 M 

Tom Skinner 
Tom Walden-Levy 

7 85 D 
89 D 

Group Drama (Devised) 

The Little Eyes 1  
Isaac Clark 
Callum Leslie 
Massimo Loreti 
Ryan Phillips 
Lola White 

Initial 
  

90 D 

The Little Eyes 2 
Olivia Lunt 
Mia Gardam 
Scarlett Gardiner 
Carys Hind 
Sophie Jackson-Hale 

Initial 
  

89 D 

Joseph Lewis  
Alex Went 
Ben Williams 

5 77M 

Musical Theatre (Group) 

Cabaret  

Aurelia Gross 

Freya Legg 

Conor Lindsay 
Hannah Spriggs 
Susanna Willink 

3 81 M 

Carousel  
Naomi Brown 
Elizabeth Horton 
Ella Murphy 

7  77 M 

Daniel Bury 
Conor Gray 

7 81 M 
82 M 

Performance Arts (Group) 
The Globe  

Caitlin Downey 
Jessica Folwell 
William Gross 
Freya Legg 
Anna Lofts 
Emily Lucas 
Kit McDonagh 
Olivia Newby-Ricci 
Hannah Spriggs 
Mia Sully 
Hannah Whitby 
Jacob Whitby 
Susanna Willink 

2  88 D 

The Blackfriars 2  
Ross Adams 
Adam Busby 
Susie Dore 
Jenny Frost 
Rachel Leith 
Tom McDonagh 
Rosie Pascal 
Anna Shreeves 
Fern Townsend 

4  82 M 

The Blackfriars 1  
Francesca Ball 
Sarah Chrisp 
Joshua Duke 
Oscar Easton 
Rosie McDonagh 
Hannah Tilbrook 
Lydia Waller 
Katie Walton 

5  76 M 

The Chamberlains 1  
Natasha Bell 
Ellie Heikel 
Sorrel Norwood 
Matteo Rosales-Smith 

6  72 P 

The Chamberlains 2  
Christina Cogley 
Myles Dunnett 
Megan Gardner 
Sophie McConnell 
Maximillian Palmer 
Sophie Rapson 
Sophie Ruane-Lewis 

6  85 D 

The Chamberlains 3  
Claire Leith 
Ellie Lifely 
Hannah Nowell 
Vanessa Rodwell 
Kiren Virdee 

6  90 D 

Result % + Pass Band 
Key - P = Pass; M = Merit; D = Distinction 

Exam/Group/Names Grade Result 

Rosemarie Partridge, Principal, says: 
“This is a very creditable set of 
exam results. All our candidates 
were successful (not unusual); but it 
is the successes in the tough high 
grade individual and pairs exams 
that which are so encouraging. They 
clearly demonstrate our students’ 
seriousness and ambition.  
 

Our younger students too are 
showing great potential in their 
achievements in the beginner grade 
group exams. The overall consis-
tency of our students’ results also 
reflect the hard work put in by our 
talented team of tutors.  
 

Murray Gray and Gus Mallett 
must be singled out for special 
praise. They achieved the  
highest marks and a distinction in 
the very exacting grade 7 pairs 
exam. 
  
Congratulations everyone.” 

 
 
 
 
The Company of Ten is the group that built the Abbey Theatre, 
runs it, and stages at least ten productions a year. There are about 
400 members ranging in age from 14 to over 90. 
 

Over the years many Theatrix students have joined the Company of 
Ten and have enjoyed working with adult actors and production 
teams. Only last year seven Theatrix students were in the  
Company’s Christmas show - The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.  

 
 

 
 

Four Theatrix alumni are performing in the Company’s current  
season of plays. On page 3, you’ll see that this tradition goes back a 
long way; and that the Company is inviting Theatrix students to 
audition for this year’s Christmas show - The Witches. 
 

Theatrix students aged from 14 (and their parents) are welcome to 
join the company. Annual subscription concessions are available to 
teens. To join visit www.abbeytheatre.org.uk  



The Company of Ten’s Christmas show at 
the Abbey Theatre this year is Roald Dahl’s 
The Witches. The show’s Director, Katherine 
Barry, is inviting interested Theatrix students 

to audition. The auditions will be taking 
place in September. For more information 

contact Katherine on 07878 445998 or email  
kabarry@btopenworld.com 

  

Ishani writes: It was a little over ten 
years ago that an eight-year-old me 
took her first tentative steps into the 
foyer of the Abbey Theatre to begin 
drama lessons at Theatrix. My nervous-
ness was palpable as I clung on to my 
mother’s arm while she introduced me 

to the group’s teacher, Miriam SImmons. I had always wanted to 
act, but Ishani a decade ago was painfully shy. However, with the 
help of Theatrix, with its infinitely positive atmosphere, any shyness 
was cast aside and I threw myself into the whirlwind of fun that was 
drama. 
 

During my time at Theatrix I have found myself playing a huge  
variety of roles, ranging from royalty to Shakespeare’s fools. 
Through my individual lessons with the fantastic Rosemarie  
Partridge, without quite realising it (I was having too much fun!),  
I was learning a huge variety of acting techniques through  
improvisation, madcap games and reading scripts. All the while my 
confidence on stage was growing exponentially. Lessons gave me 
the opportunity to discover a wealth of dramatic literature I other-
wise would never have come across, and the chance to do a grade 
eight solo exam - something I am very proud of.  
 

I had found a place where once a week I could join my friends in 
unleashing totally unbridled madness. It was a common occurrence 
for our improvisations to lead to utterly madcap plotlines: Bears 
Grills (a bear who’s a chef), characters from the Lord Of The Rings 
stuck in a hot air balloon, and a mafia-run scone factory to name a 
few. With teachers like Sandy King and Michael Keir, one never 
knew quite what was in store for each lesson. 
 

Some of the best times I had as a Theatrix student were during our 
various productions. My first experience of a Theatrix summer play 
was being cast as Dogberry in Shakespeare’s Much Ado About  

Nothing. Since then I have 
been involved in multiple 
productions, the most recent 
being The Play’s The Thing.  
 

They were brilliant  
opportunities to experience  
performing on a real theatre 
stage with fabulous costumes 
to a live audience. We were 
working hard to achieve the 
best performances possible 
but hard work was always 
accompanied by much hilar-
ity. Doing these productions 
has inspired me to catapult 
myself into as much drama as 
I can when I start university 
next year. 
 

I have no doubt whatsoever 
that my years at Theatrix were a great help in my university  
applications. Because I applied for medicine, I had to do several  
admissions interviews. My solo lessons provided an excellent op-
portunity to rehearse different interview scenarios, with Rosemarie 
even providing a mock interview with an external interviewer. The 
skills I had gained from years of performance allowed me, in spite of 
the nerves I was experiencing, to go in and face the interview  
panels with confidence and even a dash of cool. 
 

So now as I venture off into the world of the medical student, I 
have innumerable amazing memories of my time at Theatrix, and 
will forever be grateful to the people there who have been so  
wonderfully encouraging and have taught me so much. It has been 
incredible. 

 

Deep in the Theatrix archive 
vault amid the dust and cob-
webs and costumes and props 
from productions long ago I 
came across a yellowing copy 
of the first edition of The  
Extra. Worth a bob or two on 
eBay? No, I didn’t think so  
either. 
 

Summer 1995. What was happening then? Well, Iestyn Evans had 
just got Honours at Grade 6 Guildhall Speech and Drama. But let 
me tell you a bit more about Iestyn. Four years earlier, aged four-
teen, Iestyn had single-handedly made a full-size working Aslan (see 
pic above) for our production of The Lion, The Witch and The  
Wardrobe - a portent of things to come. By 1995 he had taken on 
the design and construction of the Audrey 2 puppets for the Abbey 
Theatre’s production of Little Shop of Horrors (in which, by the way, 
another Theatrix student Louisa Stevens played Audrey). In 2010, 

when we asked Iestyn for advice about constructing Audrey 2  
puppets for our own production he said they would take over our 
lives (just as Audrey 2 took over Seymour’s). Wisely we hired  
Audrey 2 puppets for the show. 
 

From 1998-2001 Iestyn was a puppeteer in Doctor Doolittle on the 
London stage and on tour in the UK. He was then Senior Puppeteer 
and Creature Designer for Pets (see pic with Hamish).  
 

He is now a partner 
(with Andy Heath) in 
Talk To The Hand  
Productions, puppet 
design and puppetry 
specialists. Most  
recently you will have 
seen Iestyn as the hand 
behind Kali in Mongrels 
on BBC3.  



 

 

Term dates 
Monday 3 September to Saturday 15 December inclusive. There are fourteen teaching weeks this term. 
Half Term Monday 29 October to Saturday 3 November inclusive. 
Trinity Guildhall Examinations To be confirmed. 
 

Venue for classes 
The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL. 
 

Classes Timetable* 
Day   Time   Class    Age Guide  Tutor 
Monday  6.00-7.00  The Oxfords   9-11   Miriam Simmons 
Tuesday  5.30-6.30  The Pembrokes  16+   Michael Keir 
Wednesday  4.45-5.45  The Chapel Children 9-11   Miriam Simmons 
Wednesday   4.45-5.45  The Curtain   12-14   Michael Keir 
Wednesday   6.00-7.00  The Swan   15+   Miriam Simmons 
Thursday  4.45-5.45  The Little Eyes  6-8   Miriam Simmons 
Thursday  5.45-6.45  The Lincolns   13+   Miriam Simmons 
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Globe   8-10   Sinead Dunne  
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Blackfriars  11-13   Miriam Simmons  
Saturday  10.10-11.10  Cabaret**   7+   Michael Keir 
Saturday  11.20-12.20  Carousel**   13+   Michael Keir 
Saturday  10.10-11.10  The Chamberlains  15+   Miriam Simmons 
Saturday  11.20-12.20  The Admirals   16+   Miriam Simmons 
*It is periodically necessary to vary the timetable. We undertake to give reasonable notice of any changes. **Musical theatre class. 
           

Tariff of Tuition Fees for students under 20 years of age – Autumn Term 2012 
Type of Tuition        Term Fee  Notes 
All other Classes – returning students     £126.00  £117.00 each for siblings 
All other Classes – new students      £117.00  First lesson free 
All classes – students joining during term     £ pro rata   First lesson free 
Individual tuition         £252.00  £18.00 per half an hour 
Shared tuition (2 students)       £168.00 (each) £12.00 each per half an hour 
Shared tuition (3 students)       £126.00 (each) £9.00 each per half an hour 
 

Contacting your tutor 
If you need to contact your tutor, eg if you are going to miss a lesson, please telephone them:  
Rosemarie Partridge 01727 860217 or 07788 410304; Miriam Simmons 01727 858575 or 07775 913636; Michael Keir 07711 721553; 
Sinead Dunne 07414 586068. In an emergency, call Dennis O’Connell-Baker on 01727 860217 or 07713 931532. 
 

General enquiries 
If you have a general enquiry, please telephone 01727 860217 or email admin@theatrix.co.uk. 
 

Phoning from the Abbey Theatre 
There is a telephone in the Members’ Room. The number is 01727 861731. It is not a Pay Phone. There is an 'honesty box" on the wall 
which is emptied daily and students should always make sure they carry a 20p coin in case they need to ring home. 
 

Contacting Theatrix during class times 
Please use your tutor’s mobile. Please be patient, because we are teaching and cannot always answer the telephone immediately. You can 
also contact Theatrix at the Abbey Theatre during class times on 01727 861731.  

 
 

It’s business as usual at the theatre while the new leisure centre is being built. But the car parking arrangements have changed 
and the one-way system has been reversed. - just follow the signs to the Abbey Theatre. The car park in front of the theatre 
is now closed; use the new car park behind the swimming pool. You can still drop off at the theatre. 

 

Parents dropping off and collecting their children for Theatrix drama classes at the Abbey Theatre are asked to note that the private car 
park behind the building is reserved for Company of Ten members and delivery vehicles. Theatrix parents should only use the public car 
park; and avoid blocking the road and double-parking along the side of the building when waiting at the end of classes. 

 
 

If you would like your child to take both a drama class and a musical theatre class,  
we will only charge half the fee for the second class - that’s only £189.00 for two classes.  

For further details phone 01727 860217. 


