
 

 Term Dates  
Monday 16 April to Monday 23 July inclusive. 
There are 13 teaching weeks this term. 
 

May Bank Holiday 
Monday 7 May. 

Half Term  
Monday 4 June to Saturday 9 June inclusive. 
 

Trinity Guildhall Examinations  
TBC - Wednesday 11 or Thursday 12 July. 

Over 150 drama students performed on the main stage 
at the Abbey Theatre in January in the Theatrix revue 
'The Play's the Thing'. The young actors from 5 to 18 
years performed an exciting and varied programme of 
classical and modern texts and their own original work, 
interspersed with singing and dancing. 
 

Theatrix Principal Rosemarie Partridge says: ”Following on 
the heels of our last revue 'Shakesperience', we wanted 
to set our young actors new challenges. We chose a 
range of plays and scenes that would inspire and  

entertain performers and audience alike. The scenes 
moved from Schiller to Shakespeare to magical fairy 
tales to Oliver Twist to the bitter sweet story of a re-
dundant carousel horse to 'Westenders - The Musical'.  
 

Judging by one parent's comment, the performances 
outstripped last year's. "Last year was wonderful ... but 
this year I was blown away but the breadth and depth of 
the performances and the programme … it was just 
marvellous!” 
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Result % + Pass Band 
Key - P = Pass; M = Merit; D = Distinction 

Exam/Group/Names Grade Result 
Group Performance Arts 
The Chapel Children 

Frances Brown 
Amelia Dunnett 
Molly Farnham 
Freya Gray 
Hatty Hardy 
Rooshil Hibbert 
Josephine Homer 
Oskar Jokisch 
John Kenner 
Ellie Lewis 
Alice Metherell 
Colson Palmer 
Georgie Palmer 
William Rattle 
Cerys Wernham 
Mimi White 

3 86 D 

The Lincolns 

Emily Carhart 
Ella Daymond 
Aurelia Gross 
Mariam Kenner 
Felicity Marsay 
Tamsin Nowell 
Amelia Redman 
Lily Redman 
Sarah Staker 
Maddie Twigg 
Jessica Woodhouse 

6 85 D 

Individual Acting Skills 
Katie Walton 4 68 P 
Speech and Drama 
Katie Wright 5 81 M 
Acting in Pairs 

Harry Barone 
Conor Booker 

4 87 D 
82 M 

Shannon Carey 
Megan Ipsen 

4 83 M 
86 D 

Charlie Irish 
Huw Titmuss 

4 90 D 
90 D 

Aurora Bennett 
Jessica Leane 

5 85 D 
85 D 

Jennifer Curran 
Ella Irish 

5 87 D 
87 D 

Olivia Russell 
Katie Turner 

6 83 M 
78 M 

Sophie Bryan 
Lauren Gordon 

7 90 D 
82 M 

Elliot Gibbons 
Natasha Young 

7 91 D 
91 D 

Peter Glenister 
Zodiac O'Neill 

7 89 D 
83 M 

Principal Rosemarie Partridge writes:  
Congratulations everyone! This is an  
exceptional set of exam results with 80% 
of our candidates gaining Distinctions. 
 

A glance at our results over the past  
fifteen years - see the Examinations page 
of our website, shows just how  

consistently good our students are. Their 
average pass rate is 99%. 
 

A special mention for Elliot Gibbons and 
Natasha Young (pictured) who both top 
scored and gained Distinctions with 91% 
each at Grade 7 Acting in Pairs. 55 very 
useful UCAS points for each of them”. 

 

Trinity Guildhall advanced grade, ie 
Grades 6, 7 and 8 qualifications for solo 
and pair examinations are accepted by the  
Universities and Colleges Admissions  
Service (UCAS) and attract the following 
UCAS points for university and HE entry. 
 

Grade 6 Pass 20 points - Merit 35 points 
- Distinction 40 points 
 

Grade 7 Pass 35 points - Merit 50 points 
- Distinction 55 points 
 

Grade 8 Pass 45 points - Merit 60 points 
- Distinction 65 points  

Theatrix student, Sophie Ruane-Lewis is one of only a few 
young actors nationwide to be invited to join the National 
Youth Theatre (NYT – see nyt.org.uk). She has been selected 
from among over 4000 applicants. 
 

Theatrix Principal Rosemarie Partridge said, "We are really 
thrilled at Sophie's achievement. It was no easy task as the 
number of applicants auditioning was the highest on record at 
the NYT, but I knew Sophie would  prove herself: she is 
a talented and determined young actor and has worked hard 
for her success". 

 

Sophie wins a place on the NYT’s summers residential course in London. The course 
has to be taken before she is eligible to apply for roles in NYT productions.  It intro-
duces the NYT's ensemble style of working and involves high-impact workshops on the 
basic techniques of theatrical performance, including voice, movement, and delivery of 
text, as well as more specialised techniques such as clowning, mask work and stage 
fighting. 

 

Speech and Drama 
Ambika Mod 7 81 M 
Priyanka Mod 7 76 M 
Communication Skills   

Holi Bhudia Initial 86 D 

 

Our March examiner was none other than 
Gwyneth Powell, Grange Hill’s much loved head. 
It’s always fascinating when our examiner is also 
a well known and experienced performer. 



When I was seventeen I 
decided I wanted to study 
in America. After a series  
of fortunate events, many 
essays, phone calls with 
America and support from 

my parents I ended up at Rice University in Houston Texas.  
 

The first thing that strikes you about Houston is how unlike 
Texas it seems. There are, of course, American flags waving 
outside every house and the occasional shooting range: how-
ever, I have lived here since August and have yet to see a 
cowboy, or a horse for that matter. You also have the 
weather, which still fascinates me; the consistency, the clear 
blue skies, the shorts in January. When it rains in Texas, it 
rains, it doesn’t drizzle, there is no mist, and when it’s sunny 
there are no clouds to be seen, ever. Perfect. 
 

Classes are, in my opinion, a very small part of a university or, 
as Americans refer to it, college experience. What defines 
you, especially somewhere such as Rice is how you spend 
your extra time. Well for me it was obviously going to be 
theatre. At first I was worried that my accent was going to 
hold me back, yet Americans are obsessed with the British 
accent, and it has probably been more help then hindrance.  
 

Since moving across the pond I have acted in three plays, 
from modern ones about cell phones and organ smuggling, to 
Shakespeare’s A Winter’s Tale, with Steve Martin’s Picasso at 
the Lapin Agile thrown in there. It is, in some respects a  
different experience to theatre back home. The American 
sense of humour is different, and they don’t serve ice cream 
at the interval (which they also refer to as intermission),  
however being on the stage is what I’ve always loved, and will 
always love, despite the rehearsals that end at 4am. The 
whole process is student run, and while the directors may be 
from outside Rice, they have to pitch their ideas to, and be 
chosen by, a student committee.  
 

Next year I plan to take a break from the stage, and work 
behind the scenes, hopefully directing a musical. This will be a 
brand new experience for me, especially as musicals are not 
my area of expertise, but I love a challenge. 
 

Every now and then, and perhaps less often then I should, I 
stop and think about how I got here. After thanking my  
parents, my siblings, my schooling, I always think about 
Theatrix. The confidence I gained from being part of the 
classes and plays has been invaluable in such a transition.  
Being able to work as a group, meet new people, and enjoy 
the work is something which is so vital at university, I’m sure 
anywhere in the world. 

Former Theatrix student Caroline invites you to The 
Goats Theatre Company production of Ibsen’s A Doll's 
House in which she stars as the heroine Nora. The show 
runs from 17-21 April at the Cockpit Theatre - visit 
http://www.thegoatstheatrecompany.com/index.html  
for details.  

Caroline is a local actress, 
who went to school in  
Harpenden and is still living 
in the area. We think it 
would be interesting for 
Theatrix students to see 
someone from the same 
background as themselves perform on the  
professional stage. Caroline starred in the 2006 
Theatrix production of The Beaux Stratagem (pictured 
right). 
 

Caroline graduated from the two year Conservatory 
program at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts 
in New York. Since returning to the UK in April 2011 
she has performed in a month run of 'Andersen 2011' 
at the Edinburgh Fringe; and in corporate role play 
including for the release of the final Harry Potter in-
stalment, various music videos and short films. She is 
passionate about encouraging young people who are 
serious about entering the profession.  

Rebecca is a former Theatrix student who 
played one of The Lost Boys in our  
2005 production of Peter Pan. 



 

 

Term dates 
Monday 16 April to Monday 23 July inclusive. There are thirteen teaching weeks this term. 
Half Term Monday 4 June to Saturday 9 June inclusive. May Bank Holiday Monday 7 May. 
Trinity Guildhall Examinations Wednesday 11 July. 
 

Venue for classes 
The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL. 
 

Classes Timetable* 
Day   Time   Class    Age Guide  Tutor 
Monday  5.15-6.15  The Oxfords   8-10   Miriam Simmons 
Tuesday  5.30-6.30  The Pembrokes  15+   Michael Keir 
Wednesday  4.45-5.45  The Chapel Children 8-10   Miriam Simmons 
Wednesday   4.45-5.45  The Curtain   11-13   Michael Keir 
Wednesday   6.00-7.00  The Swan   13-15   Miriam Simmons 
Thursday  4.45-5.45  The Little Eyes  5-7   Miriam Simmons 
Thursday  5.45-6.45  The Lincolns   12-14   Miriam Simmons 
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Globe   7-9   Sinead Dunne  
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Blackfriars  10-12   Miriam Simmons  
Saturday  10.10-11.10  Cabaret**   8-12   Michael Keir 
Saturday  11.20-12.20  Carousel**   13+   Michael Keir 
Saturday  10.10-11.10  The Chamberlains  13-14   Miriam Simmons 
Saturday  11.20-12.20  The Admirals   14+   Michael Keir 
*It is periodically necessary to vary the timetable. We undertake to give reasonable notice of any changes. **Musical theatre class. 
           

Tariff of Tuition Fees for students under 20 years of age – Summer Term 2012 
Type of Tuition        Term Fee  Notes 
All other Classes – returning students     £117.00  £108.00 each for siblings 
All other Classes – new students      £108.00  First lesson free 
All classes – students joining during term     £ pro rata   First lesson free 
Individual tuition         £234.00  £18.00 per half an hour 
Shared tuition (2 students)       £156.00 (each) £12.00 each per half an hour 
Shared tuition (3 students)       £117.00 (each) £9.00 each per half an hour 
 

Contacting your tutor 
If you need to contact your tutor, eg if you are going to miss a lesson, please telephone them:  
Rosemarie Partridge 01727 860217 or 07788 410304; Miriam Simmons 01727 858575 or 07775 913636; Michael Keir 07711 721553; 
Sinead Dunne 07414 586068. In an emergency, call Dennis O’Connell-Baker on 01727 860217 or 07713 931532. 
 

General enquiries 
If you have a general enquiry, please telephone 01727 860217 or email admin@theatrix.co.uk. 
 

Phoning from the Abbey Theatre 
There is a telephone in the Members’ Room. The number is 01727 861731. It is not a Pay Phone. There is an 'honesty box" on the wall 
which is emptied daily and students should always make sure they carry a 20p coin in case they need to ring home. 
 

Contacting Theatrix during class times 
Please use your tutor’s mobile. Please be patient, because we are teaching and cannot always answer the telephone immediately. You can 
also contact Theatrix at the Abbey Theatre during class times on 01727 861731.  

 
 

If you would like your child to take both a drama class and a musical theatre class,  
we will only charge half the fee for the second class - that’s only £175.50 for two classes.  

For further details phone 01727 860217. 

 
 

It’s business as usual at the theatre while the new leisure centre is being built. But the car parking arrangements have changed 
and the one-way system has been reversed. - just follow the signs to the Abbey Theatre. The car park in front of the theatre 
is now closed; use the new car park behind the swimming pool. You can still drop off at the theatre. 

 

Parents dropping off and collecting their children for Theatrix drama classes at the Abbey Theatre are asked to note that the private car 
park behind the building is reserved for Company of Ten members and delivery vehicles. Theatrix parents should only use the public car 
park; and avoid blocking the road and double-parking along the side of the building when waiting at the end of classes. 


