
 

 Term Dates  
Tuesday 26 April to Saturday 23 July inclusive. There are twelve teaching weeks this term. 
  

Half Term  
Monday 30 May to Saturday 4 June inclusive. 
 

Trinity Guildhall Examinations  
To be confirmed. 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

•  Exam Results p2 
•  Playwriting course p2 
•  Summer Classes and Fees p3 
•  Car Parking at Abbey Theatre 

In March a film production company asked 
Theatrix for two actors (one very young 
and one rather old) for professional film 
work in a commercial for a forthcoming 
novel. 
 

Three of our young boy students were  
auditioned by the director and 8 year old 
William Gross was selected for the part  
of Harry Clifton (a name that will soon  
become famous). Dennis O’Connell-Baker 
was selected to play First World War  
veteran Jack Tar. See picture on right. 
 

The story starts in a railway yard in 1920s 
Bristol, and a long day’s shooting took place 
on location at a railway museum in Bucks. 

All the film crew were terrifically impressed 
by William’s maturity and professionalism. 
Film work is very demanding of an actor; it 
requires concentration and patience. It is 
not just that several takes are needed for 
every shot, but also the same action is shot 
from a variety of viewpoints. So William had 
to remember to do exactly the same in each 
take. 
 

And the name of the new novel? Only Time 
Will Tell by Jeffery Archer - the first of a  
trilogy about the life of Harry Clifton to be 
published in the UK on 12 May. 
 

 The beginning of William’s film career? 
ONLY TIME WILL TELL. 

 

We will soon be launching our new website. Our intention is to 
make the website pages easier to access, more informative, user-
friendly and attractive. We will also be phasing in new services for 
users including online fee payments and bookings. 
 

We will be using still and moving images from our archive on the 
website. We have for some time sought parents’ permission to use 
images of our students for such purposes. To date no parent has 
withheld permission. If, however, you would prefer that no image 
of your child or children should appear on our website we will 
perfectly understand. Please let us know by phoning Dennis on 
01727 860217 or by emailing him on admin@theatrix.co.uk 

Theatrix was delighted to be selected recently by the Trinity  
Guildhall Examination Service to provide actors and a range  
of performance pieces to be filmed for its examiner training  
programme. 
 

Conor Gray performed his comic original piece, Reduced Bottom 
and Ishani Canisius her Corbie from Mary Queen of Scots got her 
head chopped off (for which they had already got exam distinctions). 
Amber Townsend reprised her 2009 Hamlet Ophelia performance; 
she and Olivia Rook repeated their comic English Lesson (Henry V), 
and Molly Downes and Anna Murgatroyd fought again as Hermia 
and Helena. Excerpts from the video will soon be on our website. 

When London film director Sebastian 
Godwin decided he wanted to make  
“Let’s Go Play” a short film for the US 

market, he knew where to come for professional young actors. 
Elliot Gibbon, Laurence Hall, Matthew Loreti and Amber Townsend 
are filming with Sebastian on location in Park Street over Easter. 



 

 

Result % + Pass Band - Key – P = Pass; M = Merit; D = Distinction 
Exam / Candidate / Group Grade Result 

Individual Performance Arts 
Holi Bhudia 1 95D 

Performing Text 

Katie Wright 4 92D 

Speech and Drama 

Emily Read 7 75M 

Cloe Ansari 8 80M 

Individual Acting Skills 

Craig Duncombe 7 86D 

Rosie Bauer 8 86D 

Acting in Pairs 

Alice Metherell 
Mimi White 

2 90D 
90D 

Group Performance Arts 

The Chapel Children 1 
Christopher Benn 
Hatty Hardy 
Ellie Lewis 
Colson Palmer 
Georgie Palmer 
Joanna Tarvet 

1 90D 

The Globe 
Juliet Godley 
Lily Halshaw 
Aine Jennings 
Rachel Leith 
Tom McDonagh 
Anna Shreeves 
Fern Townsend 

3 87D 

The Lincolns 
Emily Carhart 
Ella Daymond 
Aurelia Gross 
Mariam Kenner 
Holly Moffatt 
Tamsin Nowell 
Amelia Redman 
Sarah Staker 
Maddie Twigg 

5 85D 

The Swan 
Sophie Bryan 
Leah Burchell 
Joanna Freedman 
Elliot Gibbons 
Peter Glenister 
Lauren Gordon 
Ruth Mestel 
Zodiac O’Neill 
Olivia Russell 
Toby Stewart 
Natasha Young 

6 90D 

Group Performance Arts 
The Admirals 
Jasmine Bowles 
Daniel Bury 
Eleanor de Roy 
Stephen Froome 
Conor Gray 
Murray Gray 
Lawrence Hall 
Tulsi Khanna 
Gus Mallett 
George McConnell 
Sabrina Perry 
Thomas Skinner 
Katie Smith 
Tom Walden-Levy 
Karina Williams 

6 86D 

The Blackfriars 
Francesca Bell 
Sarah Chrisp 
Joshua Duke 
James Jarman 
Naemh Jennings 
Katie Shreeves 
Hannah Tibrook 
Katie Walton 
Oscar Easton 
Lydia Waller 

4 88D 

The Chapel Children 2 
Harry Barone 
Aurora Bennett 
Conor Booker 
Shannon Carey 
Emma Dixon 
Jessica Leane 
Joseph Lewis 
Alex Went 
Ben Williams 

4 82M 

The Chamberlains 
Natasha Bell 
Christina Cogley 
Zakwani Gabourel 
Megan Gardner 
Ellie Heikel 
Claire Leith 
Lily Newby-Ricci 
Sorrel Norwood 
Maximillian Palmer 
Vanessa Rodwell 
Sophie Ruane-Lewis 
Lucy Williams 

5 93D 

Group Drama (devised) 

Exam / Candidate / Group Grade Result 

Rosemarie Partridge, Principal, says: 
“This is a record breaking set of exam 
results. All our candidates were suc-
cessful (not unusual); but it is the 
manner of their success that which is 
such a cause for celebration. If I say 
no one passed (a cause for dismay), it 
is because everyone achieved even 
better results - 11 Merits and 76  
Distinctions. That is a record to be 
proud of. 
 

It clearly demonstrates what our  
students of all ages can achieve at all 
levels and in all categories of exam.  
 

It is a tribute to their talent and their 
commitment to the development of 
their drama skills. It also reflects the 
hard work put in by our talented 
team of tutors.  
 

Holi Bhudia, our youngest  
candidate, must be singled out for 
special praise. She achieved the  
highest mark, 95%, and a distinction  
in the first exam she has taken. 
  
Congratulations everyone.” 

Through one-to-
one sessions 
Katie will guide 
her students 
through the 
creative process 
of planning a full 
length play. 
 

Katie will cover 
characterisation, 

staging, formatting and plot to give 
students the foundations to explore 
the play they will create. Her writing 
exercises will give her students the 
knowledge to put pen to paper and 
bring to life their ideas. 
 

The one-to-one sessions will filter 
into larger group sessions at the end 
of each week allowing the students to 
give each other support and feedback. 
 

The playwriting sessions are also 
open to small groups where learning  
to collaborate will be a key factor and 
the working relationship discussed. 
 

For more information or to arrange 
one-to-one tuition phone Rosemarie 
on 01727 860217. For fees details see 
page 3. 



 

Term dates 
Tuesday 26 April to Saturday 23 July inclusive. There are twelve teaching weeks this term. 
Half Term Monday 30 May to Saturday 4 June inclusive. 
Trinity Guildhall Examinations To be confirmed. 
 

Venue for classes 
The Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, Holywell Hill, St Albans AL1 2DL. 
 

Classes Timetable* 
Day   Time   Class    Age Guide  Tutor 
Tuesday  5.30-6.30  The Pembrokes  15+   Michael Keir 
Wednesday  4.45-5.45  The Chapel Children 8-10   Miriam Simmons 
Wednesday   6.00-7.00  The Swan   13-15   Miriam Simmons 
Thursday  4.45-5.45  The Little Eyes  5-7   Miriam Simmons 
Thursday  5.45-6.45  The Lincolns   12-14   Miriam Simmons 
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Globe   7-9   Suzy Duxbury  
Saturday  9.00-10.00  The Blackfriars  10-12   Miriam Simmons  
Saturday  10.10-11.10  Cabaret**   8-12   Edward Mitton 
Saturday  11.20-12.20  Carousel**   13+   Edward Mitton 
Saturday  10.10-11.10  The Chamberlains  13-14   Miriam Simmons 
Saturday  11.20-12.20  The Admirals   14+   Miriam Simmons 
Saturday  12.30-1.30  The Oxfords   16+   Michael Keir 
*It is periodically necessary to vary the timetable. We undertake to give reasonable notice of any changes. 
**Musical theatre class. 
           

Tariff of Tuition Fees for students under 20 years of age – Summer Term 2011 
Type of Tuition        Term Fee  Notes 
All other Classes – returning students     £108.00  £99.00 each for siblings 
All other Classes – new students      £99.00   First lesson free 
All classes – students joining during term     £ pro rata   First lesson free 
Individual tuition and playwriting      £216.00  £18.00 per half an hour 
Shared tuition (2 students)       £144.00 (each) £12.00 each per half an hour 
Shared tuition (3 students)       £108.00 (each) £9.00 each per half an hour 
 

Contacting your tutor 
If you need to contact your tutor, eg if you are going to miss a lesson, please telephone them:  
Rosemarie Partridge 01727 860217 or 07788 410304; Miriam Simmons 01727 858575 or 07775 913636; Edward Mitton 07906 831318; 
Rosemary Goodman 01727 760932 or 07870 703292; Michael Keir 07711 721553; Suzy Duxbury 07540 792849.  
In an emergency, call Dennis O’Connell-Baker on 01727 860217 or 07713 931532. 
 

General enquiries 
If you have a general enquiry, please telephone 01727 860217 or email admin@theatrix.co.uk. 
 

Phoning from the Abbey Theatre 
There is a telephone in the Members’ Room. The number is 01727 861731. It is not a Pay Phone. There is an 'honesty box" on the wall 
which is emptied daily and students should always make sure they carry a 20p coin in case they need to ring home. 
 

Contacting Theatrix during class times 
Please use your tutor’s mobile. Please be patient, because we are teaching and cannot always answer the telephone immediately. You can 
also contact Theatrix at the Abbey Theatre during class times on 01727 861731.  

 

 
If you would like your child to take both a drama class and a musical theatre class we will only charge half the fee 

for the second class. For further details phone 01727 860217. 

 
 

Construction of the new swimming pool has begun. During this period car parking and traffic flow arrangements will be subject to change. 
We will try to keep you updated on our website. 

 

Parents dropping off and collecting their children for Theatrix drama classes at the Abbey Theatre are asked to note that the private car 
park behind the building is reserved for Company of Ten members and delivery vehicles. The Executive Committee has politely requested 

that, in future, Theatrix parents use the public car park; and avoid blocking the road and double-parking along the side of the building 
when waiting at the end of classes. 



 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 

All fees are payable in advance. They can either be sent prior to 
the beginning of term to  

Theatrix, 198 Sandridge Road, St Albans, AL1 4AL 
or be brought to the first lesson. We are sure you will appreciate 
that as a small business we depend on prompt payment to ensure 
we can continue to provide a high standard of service. We reserve 
the right not to admit a student to a class where outstanding fees 
have not been paid.  We also reserve the right to charge an  
administrative fee of £5.00 if we have to send parents a second 
outstanding fees reminder.  
 

We have a waiting list for most classes, so you will understand  
that a half-term's notice is required, in writing if a student  
intends to leave. Otherwise, we reserve the right to charge a 
half-term's fee in lieu of notice, unless a mutual arrangement has 
been agreed. 
 

If at any time you should wish to visit a drama class you may do so 
by prior arrangement. Please feel free to discuss with us any query 
or concerns you may have regarding the progress being made in 
class work or examinations. 
 

We reserve the right to ask any student to leave the school if  
their behaviour is disruptive or otherwise adversely affecting the 
progress of the class. 
 

A student may not leave a lesson when it is in progress unless by 
prior arrangement with the parent(s). Please ensure that your child 
is collected promptly at the end of each lesson. While we do our 
best to keep an eye on all students who have finished their classes, 
we cannot guarantee 100% supervision once the next class has 
started. 
 

 
 

We do ask that parents notify us if their child is going to be absent 
from a lesson. We will inform parents of two consecutive absences 
of which we have not been notified. 
 

We do ask that all students take great care in respect of Abbey 
Theatre property. We are fortunate we are able to rehearse and 
perform in a working theatre and certain rules must be adhered to. 
All students are requested to pay special attention to keeping the 
theatre clean and tidy, and to make sure they have left nothing  
behind. We do have a small amount of lost property, but we can-
not accept responsibility for anything left behind once the classes 
have finished. 
 

A fire drill is performed each term. 
 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

Please make all cheques payable to Theatrix. 
 

Payment, with completed invoice return slip should be handed  
in on the first day of term in a sealed envelope with the  
student's name and class written clearly on the front. Our  
Administrator will be at a collection point at the beginning of the 
first lesson of term and available to answer any queries. If you are 
paying by cash, please ask for a receipt as mistakes cannot be  
rectified later if there is no record of payment. 
 

All other payments, eg for public examinations should also be sent 
in a sealed envelope with the student's name and class  
written clearly on the front. 
 

If any parent is going through a period of financial difficulty, we are 
always happy to try to help, and come to some mutual agreement 
rather than lose a student. Please call either Dennis O’Connell-
Baker or Rosemarie Partridge on 01727 860217 who will be 
happy to talk to you. 
 

Rosemarie Partridge   Principal    April 2011 

 

Name of student  ________________________________________________________ 
 

I do / do not* consent to photographs being taken of the above named student for Theatrix archive, educational 
or publicity purposes. *delete as appropriate. 
 
Name of parent  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of parent ________________________________________________________ 
 
Date    ________________________________________________________ 

Many parents will be aware that official Theatrix  
photographers have customarily taken pictures during 
performances of students’ work for parents, production 
rehearsals and public performances. These photographs 
have been used for archival, educational and publicity 
purposes and to illustrate Theatrix publications, eg play 
programmes. To date we have received no objections 
to this practice. On the contrary, students and parents 
welcome a record of a performance. 

We now believe, however, that it is a matter for the 
students’ parents to decide whether or not we should 
be taking and using such photographs. For the avoidance 
of doubt, please could you let us know your views by  
completing and returning the slip below. If you have  
already completed this form, please complete a 
further copy only if your view has changed. 
 

Dennis O’Connell-Baker  Administrator 


